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Hnnual  IReport  fot*  JI)ear  1920. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Population  Census  1911  ...  ...  50,035 


Estimated  1920 
Density  of  Population 


52,096 
22  ’47 


LOUCESTER  is  a City  and  County  Borough,  Inland  Port, 


Market  and  County  Town,  built  on  a slight  declivity, 
sloping  towards  the  river  Severn,  and  sheltered  by  the  Cotswold 
and  Malvern  Hills. 

The  River  Severn  at  the  City  is  a tidal  river,  the  tides 
flowing  for  over  12  miles  above  the  City. 

The  site  is  shown  in  the  ordnance  survey  as  being  on  the 
lower  lias  clay,  but  this  does  not  take  into  account  the  beds 
of  drift  gravel  and  sand  overlying  the  deeper  formation. 

During  the  last  two  years,  and  especially  during  the  past 
year,  the  City  has  assumed  even  greater  prominence  as  a market 
town,  owing  to  the  development  of  motor  bus  services  which 
tap  the  numerous  villages  in  the  surrounding  area,  and  which 
cannot  fail  to  add  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  City. 

The  chief  occupations  of  its  inhabitants  are  at  the  following 
undertakings 

The  Gloucester  Railway  Carriage  and  Wagon  Company. 

Fielding  and  Platt’s  Engineering  Works. 

Midland  and  Great  Western  Railway  Companies. 

Moreland’s  Match  Works. 

Timber  Importers. 

Docks  (Gloucester  and  Sharpness,  with  Canal  and 
River  Traffic.) 

Toy  Factory. 

Stephens’  Jam  Factory. 

Shirt  Works. 

Cuff  and  Collar  Works. 

Various  Engineering  Works. 
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It  is  estimated  that  about  2,000  women  are  employed  in 
the  various  factories  and  workshops. 

The  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1920  was  218,  and  Bakehouses  46. 

The  Outdoor  Poor  Law  Relief  amounted  in  1920  to 
£5990  15s.  5|d.  In  1919  the  amount  was  £3867  14s.  yd.,  the 
increase  being  due  to  the  greater  unemployment  which  prevailed. 

The  Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary  and  Eye  Institution. 

with  140  beds,  has  during  the  year  admitted  1719  patients, 
the  out-patients  numbering  9062.  In  the  Ophthalmic  depart- 
ment 514  school  children  have  been  treated  for  eye  defects. 

The  Children’s  Hospital  provides  30  beds,  and  170  children 
were  admitted  in  1920.  There  is  also  a large  out-patient 
department,  1288  being  treated  during  the  year. 

The  Poor  Law  Infirmary  provides  148  beds  for  general 
cases,  and  six  lying-in  beds. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate,  1920. 


Birth  Bate 

Annual 

Infantile  Death 

per  1000 

Death  Rate 

Rate,  under  1 

total 

per  1000 

year,  per  1000 

population 

population 

births 

England  and  Wales 

25 '4 

12-4 

80 

96  Great  Towns,  including  London 

(census  populations  exceeding  50,000) 

26*2 

12-5 

85 

148  Smaller  Towns  (census  populations 

(20,000 — 50,000)  

24  9 

11-3 

80 

London 

26*5 

12-4 

75 

GLOUCESTER  

27 '5 

12-6 

635 

Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate, 

1919. 

Birth  Rate 

Annual 

Infantile  Death 

per  1000 

Death  Rate 

Rate,  under  1 

total 

per  1000 

year,  per  1000 

population 

population 

births 

England  and  Wales 

IS -5 

13*8 

89 

96  Great  Towns,  including  London 

(census  populations  exceeding  50,000) 

19*0 

13  8 

93 

148  Smaller  Towns  (census  populations 

20,000—50,000) 

18*3 

12-6 

90 

London 

18-3 

13  4 

85 

GLOUCESTER  

189 

14 '2 

82 
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Total  deaths  under  one  year  in 

Gloucester  1920,  91  (63  per  1000  births.) 

Total  deaths  under  one  year  in 

Gloucester  1919,  81  (81  per  1000  births.) 

There  were  52  still-births  during  the  year. 

Total  illegitimate  deaths  under  1 year,  2. 


Chief  causes  of  91  infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  : — - 


Premature  Birth 

Debility  and  Marasmus 

Whooping  Cough 

Gastritis 

Bronchitis 

Measles 

Injury  at  Birth 
Enteritis  
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Net  Deaths  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of 
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Total  deaths  in  Institutions,  whether  “ residents 
non-residents  ” of  the  City,  200. 


2 8 
i-t 

® * 
jl 

o ^ 


91 


or 


Age  Incidence  of  Deaths. 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

No. 

Rate  rev  1000 

Cancer... 

69 

1-3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

55 

10 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

53 

1 0 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
including  Premature  Births  ... 

47 

•90 

Pneumonia  ... 

46 

•88 

Bronchitis 

44 

•83 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  .... 

36 

•68 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

18 

•34 

Kidney  Disease 

17 

•32 

Measles 

16 

•30 

Influenza 

16 

•30 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

12 

•23 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

11 

*21 

Meningitis 

9 

•10 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

l-r 

4 

10 

Tuberculosis. 

Total  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

55 

Males  Female 

...  27  ...  28 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

18 

9 ...  9 

Total  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

73 

Kate  per  1000  population  ... 

1-4 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Water  Supply  is  derived  from  three  sources  : — 

1.  Robinswood  Hill  on  the  south-eastern  boundary  of 
the  City  is  an  outlier  of  the  Costwold  range,  having  a slight 
capping  of  inferior  oolite  and  mitford  sands,  and  forms  a gathering 
ground  for  the  springs  thrown  out  by  the  lias  clay  below.  These 
springs  are  collected  by  conduits  running  round  the  contour 
lines  of  the  hills  and  discharging  into  the  reservoirs  150  ft. 

above  O.D.,  and  having  a storage  capacity  of  some  11  million 
gallons. 

2.  The  Waterworks  at  Witcombe,  some  5 miles  eastward 
from  the  City,  are  300  ft.  above  O.D.  Here  there  is  a water- 
shed area  of  1,500  acres  formed  by  an  escarpment  of  the  Cotswold 
range,  consisting  of  inferior  oolite,  mitford  sands,  upper  lias 
clay,  marls  tone  and  lower  lias  clay  in  descending  order.  The 
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water  collected  in  this  area  falls  into  No.  i reservoir  by  five 
streams*  which  pass  through  settling  tanks  and  rough  filter 
beds  before  entering  the  reservoir,  and  is  then  decanted  into  the 
other  two  reservoirs,  which  are  2 ft.  and  4 ft.  6 in.  below  it 
respectively,  when  all  arc  full.  AH  three  reservoirs  are  con- 
structed in  the  lower  lias  clay,  and  have  a total  capacity  when 
full  of  120  million  gallons. 

Both  at  Robinswood  Hill  and  Witcombc  the  water  is  filtered 
by  means  of  Bell  Bros.’  mechanical  filters  before  passing  into 
the  mains.  These  filters  act  both  bacteriological^  and 
chemically,  and  only  create  a loss  of  2 lbs.  pressure  between 
the  inlet  and  outlet  of  the  filters. 

Samples  are  taken  fortnightly  from  the  inlets  and  outlets 
of  the  filters,  and  examined  chemically  and  bacteriologically 
by  the  City  Analyst.  His  reports  show  that  the  filters  fulfil 
their  purpose,  the  water  being  sent  to  the  City  clear,  bright  and 
in  good  condition. 

3.  The  supply  from  the  above  sources  proving  inadequate 
as  the  number  of  houses  increased,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was 
obtained  in  1894  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a supply  of  water 
from  Oxen  hall,  near  Newent,  n miles  west  of  the  City.  Here 
a well  has  been  sunk  170  ft.  into  the  new  red  sandstone,  from 
which  headings  have  been  driven  north  and  west.  An  abundant 
supply  has  thus  been  procured,  which  is  pumped  into  two 
reservoirs  3 miles  from  the  pumping  station,  nearly  200  ft. 
above  Gloucester  Cross.  From  thence  it  gravitates  8 miles 
to  Gloucester  by  a 14  in.  main. 

A new  pumping  station  has  been  erected  at  Retford  in  1920, 
with  two  bore-holes,  and  will  be  brought  into  use  during  1921, 
which  further  adds  to  the  water  supply  from  this  source. 

From  these  three  sources  the  City  obtains  a good  and 
sufficient  supply  of  water,  which  is  maintained  at  about  22  gallons 
per  head  per  day,  on  a total  population  of  55,000,  including 
the  outside  population  supplied. 
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The  Witcombe  and  Newent  waters  coming  into  the  City 
from  opposite  sides  mix  together  to  a certain  extent  in  the 
distributing  mains. 


Degrees  of  Hardness  of  the  three  waters  by  Clark's  scale  (each  degree 
equal  to  1 grain  calcium  carbonate  per  gallon,  i. e. , 1 part  per  70,000). 


Robins  wood  Hill 

Permanent. 

...  7*4 

Temporary. 

12*2 

Total. 

19  ‘6 

Witcombe 

...  4'2 

OO 

• 

14*0 

Newent 

...  77 

19*6 

27*3 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  system  of  Sewerage  may  be  briefly  described  as 

follows  : — 

The  three  main  lines  follow  the  valley  lines  of  the  three 
natural  watercourses,  the  Twyver,  the  Sudbrocrk,  and  the 
Tween  brook,  which  originally  traversed  the  City,  and  which 
still  carry  off  the  flood  water.  Since  1886  many  improvements 
have  from  time  to  time  been  made,  relaying  and  enlarging  the 
sewers  and  laying  down  new  ones.  And  since  the  extension 
of  the  City  in  1900,  very  great  additions  to  the  system  have 
been  made,  the  total  length  of  sewers  in  the  City  being  over 
45  miles.  The  system  adopted  for  ventilating  the  sewers  is  by 
manholes  on  the  street  level  and  4-inch  and  6-inch  shafts,  which 
are  put  up  wherever  permission  can  be  obtained.  Over  500 
of  these  shafts  have  been  put  up  and  the  number  is  being 
increased  on  every  available  occasion. 

In  accordance  with  the  bye-laws  sanctioned  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  in  the  case  of  new  houses,  the  house  drains 
are  separated  from  the  sewers  by  an  ” intercepting  trap,”  and 
where  possible  provided  with  manholes  at  the  traps,  and  at 
important  junctions  on  the  drains,  the  soil  pipes  constituting 
the  exit  ventilating  shafts  for  the  house  drains. 

The  closets  are  flushed  by  cisterns  18  ins.  by  9 in.  by  7 in., 
containing  i|  to  2 gallons. 

thus  the  method  of  disposal  of  the  sewerage  is  by  water 
carriage,  the  outfalls  being  into  the  Severn. 
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House  Refuse.  There  are  no  hxed  ashpits.  The  refuse 
is  collected  by  Corporation  employees  three  times  a week. 

The  refuse  is  placed  in  all  sorts  of  unsuitable  and,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  uncovered  receptacles,  where  it  remains, 
sometimes  for  several  hours,  as  an  unsightly  spectacle  along  the 
streets,  and  to  be  utilised  by  dogs,  as  well  as  a depository  for 
breeding  flies.  The  Corporation,  under  the  Local  Act  of  1911, 
have  power  to  enforce  the  use  of  galvanized  iron  or  enamelled 
iron  dustbins.  From  the  public  health  point  of  view,  as  well 
as  for  its  aesthetic  value,  enforcement  of  this  clause  on  occupiers 
would  be  a welcome  reform. 

I would,  further,  suggest  (a)  that  the  collection  of  refuse 
should  be  completed  by  eight  a.m.,  (b)  a more  frequent  collection, 
(c)  in  all  cases  the  collecting  carts  should  be  covered. 

The  refuse  destructor  is  quite  inadequate  to  cope  with  the 
amount  of  refuse  collected,  and  tipping  is  resorted  to,  which 
under  any  circumstances  is  never  an  ideal  arrangement.  This 
tipping  has  been  done  at  the  north  west  boundary  of  the  City  ; 
but  arrangements  are  being  made  to  stop  further  tipping  at 
this  place  and  to  convey  the  refuse  to  disused  brickpits  about  a 
mile  out  of  the  City. 


SCHOOLS. 

A complete  and  detailed  report  of  all  the  Elementary  School 
buildings  is  given  as  a result  of  visits  of  inspection  made  by  me 
during  the  Christmas  vacation,  1920. 

It  will  be  noted  from  this  report  that  in  almost  every 
instance  the  windows  were  found  to  be  in  a very  dirty  condition, 
and  I have  again  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Education 
Committee  the  suggestion  that  the  windows  should  be  cleaned 
at  least  four  times  a year. 

Ventilation. — In  many  instances  there  is  an  absence  of 
cross  ventilation  in  the  class  rooms  ; in  some  instances  both 
inlets  and  exits  for  air  are  unsatisfactory,  and  at  a comparatively 
small  expenditure  great  improvement  could  be  effected  in  both 
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those  directions,  with  advantage  to  the  children  both  in  health 
and  efficiency  of  school  work. 

Lavatory  Accommodation. — On  the  whole  the  w.c. 
accommodation  is  satisfactory,  except  in  three  non-provided 
schools  St.  Mark’s,  St.  James’,  and  St.  Peter’s. 

Washing  Basins,  Soap  and  Towels. — I have  to  call 
attention  under  this  heading  to  the  lack  of  projx  r provision 
existent  at  St.  Luke’s  School. 

Artificial  Lighting.— In  some  of  the  schools  this  is 
unsatisfactory  and  should  be  remedied  before  the  coming  winter 
months. 

During  the  epidemic  of  Measles,  under  Article  5;  of  the 
Code,  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  elementary  schools  from 
February  3rd  to  February  27th.  Both  teachers  and  attendance 
officers  afforded  great  assistance  in  notifying  suspected  cases, 
and  exclusion  of  contacts. 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

f he  Girls'  School — a modern  building,  may  be  regarded 
as  very  satisfactory.  The  ventilation  of  the  recreation  room 
could,  however,  be  greatly  improved. 

Boys’  Schools. — Lighting  and  ventilation  in  these  schools 
is  not  satisfactory,  more  especially  in  the  Crypt  School. 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

Gallon  Road. 

Top  windows  in  central  halls  are  very  dirty.  Electric  lights 

in  class  rooms  too  high.  New  grating  required  for  gullv  in 
urinal. 

Linden  Road. 

Infants.  Large  pool  of  water  at  entrance  gate  and  also  in 
other  parts  of  yard.  (Asphalt).  Windows  in  gable  and  roof  of 
central  hall  very  dirty.  Not  cleaned  since  midsummer. 

Boys  w.c.’s— Doors  of  boys’  w.c.'s  swollen  and  difficult 
to  open. 


Girls'  w.c.'s • — Light  very  poor.  Could  be  improved  by  wood 
louvres  being  replaced  by  rough  plate  glass. 

Main  Central  Hall. — High  windows  very  dirty.  Were  not 
cleansed  at  midsummer. 

W.C.’s. — -No  locks  to  doors.  Public  gain  access. 

Tred worth  Road. 

Windows  very  dirty. 

W.C.’s  for  Infants .■ — Basins  dirty  and  traps  furred.  One 
water  tap  over  basin  cannot  be  opened. 

Teacher  to  be  questioned  re  supply  of  towels. 

Hatiierley  Road. 

Central  Hall.  High  windows  dirty. 

W.C.’s.  Infants'  department .■ — Seats  too  high  (17  inches). 

Girls'  Rooms.—  In  two  of  the  girls’  class  rooms  the  top 
parts  of  the  windows  are  coloured  blue. 

3,  4 and  5.  Cross  vent  not  sufficient  but  could  be  provided 
by  means  of  louvres. 

1,  2 and  7.  Same  defects  existing  but  could  be  remedied 
by  windows  into  lobby. 

Boys’  Rooms.— Nos.  2,  3 and  5,  as  above.  No.  6 has  windows 
opening  to  lobby  but  such  should  be  higher. 

Infants’  Rooms.  No.  2 (Babies).  No  cross  ventilation. 
Window  to  lobby  could  be  made  to  open. 

Nos.  3 and  4.  Same  defect  existing  but  could  be  remedied 
by  ventilating  to  lobby. 

Laundry  and  Cookery  Department. — Top  parts  of  two 
windows  coloured  blue. 

No.  w.c.  other  than  one  of  the  infants  provided  for  the  staff. 

St.  James’. 

Girls. — Large  and  small  class  rooms  without  cross  ventila- 
tion which  can  only  be  got  from  roof. 
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Boys. — The  same  conditions  apply. 

Infants  .—  Also  without  cross  ventilation,  but  such  can  be 
got.  Windows  dirty. 

W.C.'s,  etc. — Unsatisfactory.  No  rim  flush  to  basin. 

Three  of  the  doors  of  the  boys’  w.c.’s  are  minus  one  hinge 
each. 

All  the  wash-hand  basins  require  cleansing. 

Two  gully  gratings  in  girls’  playground  are  choked. 

Derby  Road. 

Windows  dirty. 

All  rooms  abutting  on  Central  Halls  are  without  proper 
cross  ventilation. 

Widden  Street. 

Girls  . — Windows  and  walls  dirty.  Leakage  from  roof. 

Infants  .— -Windows  and  walls  dirty.  Waste  pipe  from 
wash-hand  basin  choked. 

Boys’ . — Circular  windows  in  gables  dirty,  others  clean. 
All  windows  will  be  cleansed  before  school  opens. 

National. 

Windows  very  dirty  and' bottom  sections  of  same  in  rough 
plate  glass. 

Main  wall  on  south-east  side  very  damp. 

Spouting  defective,  chimney  stack  defective.. 

Workshop. — Windows  and  walls  dirty.  Lighting  and 
ventilation  unsatisfactory. 

IL.C.’s. — Seats  dirty. 

St.  Peter’s. 

Blue  bricks  in  paving  loose. 

Windows  dirty.  No  cross  ventilation,  but  such  can  be  got. 
W.C.  s very  unsatisfactory,  no  flushing  rim  to  same. 

Boys  playground  very  muddy. 
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North  gate. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  attended  meeting  of  Committee 
on  premises. 

St.  Mark’s. 

\ 

Infants . — Wi n do ws  di  rty . 

Girls' . — Windows  dirty.  Staircase  walls  dirty. 

Light  and  ventilation  in  small  class  room  unsatisfactory. 
Window  can  be  got  on  to  staircase. 

Boys’. — Windows  and  walls  dirty.  Ventilation  in  small 
class  room  not  satisfactory. 

W.C.’s. — Unsatisfactory.  Non-flush  rims. 

St.  Catharine’s. 

Windows  and  wash-hand  basins  dirty. 

Blue  brick  paving  by  w.c.’s  defective. 

Mount  Street. 

Windows  dirty.  Roof  defective  and  leaking.  Walls  in 
large  class  room  dirty.  Pool  of  water  by  entrance  gate. 

Archdeacon  Street. 

Supply  pipe  to  w.c.’s  leaking.  Order  for  repairs  given. 

St.  Nicholas. 

Ceilings,  walls  and  windows  of  all  rooms  (including  cloak 
room)  dirty.  Leakage  from  roof  to  girls’  large  classroom. 
Bend  at  bottom  of  rain  water  pipe  at  rear  broken.  Grating  of 
gully  by  w.c.’s  choked. 

Wellington  Street. 

Cord  of  one  of  the  skylights  in  small  class  room  missing. 
Plaster  on  wall  by  cloak  room  door  dilapidated  and  dangerous. 

St.  Luke’s. 

Girls’  Large  Room. — Walls  dirty.  Gas  globes  very  dirty. 

Girls’  Small  Room.- — Walls  damp  and  dilapidated. ' Roof 
lights  shaded. 
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Infants.' — Two  rooms  insufficiently  ventilated,  and  in  one 
case  additional  ventilation  can  be  got  to  the  corridor  and  in  the 
other  through  the  roof. 

Flat  burners  ought  to  be  replaced  with  incandescent. 

Corridor  and  rear  used  as  cloak  room  and  the  walls  of  same 
are  very  dirty. 

The  waste  pipe  from  the  wash-hand  basins  are  choked  and 
they  are  without  taps  for  supply  of  water. 

Boys’  Small  Room. — Walls  clamp  and  dilapidated.  Gas 
globes  very  dirty.  One  of  the  window  cords  broken. 

The  walls  of  all  the  boys’  rooms  are  very  dirty. 

No  provision  is  made  for  ablution. 

Christ  Church. 


The  walls  and  ceilings  of  this  school  require  redecorating. 

St.  Michael’s. 

Recently  redecorated  and  large  room  permanently  divided 
off.  Though  vent  in  small  class  rooms  insufficient  and  can  only 
be  got  via  roof. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  figures  show  the  numbers  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  for  the  last  21  years,  and  the  numbers 
isolated  and  treated  in  Hospital  : — * 

Removed  to  Removed  to 


S.  Fever 

Hospital. 

S.  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

1900 

125 

107 

42 

2 

1901 

54 

52 

21 

3 

1902 

147 

134 

39 

— 

1903 

173 

158 

12 

— 

1904 

314 

214 

30 

30 

1905 

120 

102 

0 .> 

10 

1906 

61 

45 

55 

39 

1907 

95 

85 

68 

49 

1908 

74 

61 

99 

39 

1909 

202 

181 

114 

88 

1910 

129 

106 

177 

135 

17 

1911 

S.  Fever 

114 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

S.  Fever. 

104 

Diphtheria. 

118 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 
Diphtheria. 

97 

1912 

226 

156 

50 

38 

1913 

397 

323 

134 

no 

1914 

189 

153 

167 

134 

1915 

94 

77 

103 

88 

1916 

39 

28 

85 

62 

1917 

13 

10 

99 

92 

1918 

24 

20 

78 

71 

1919 

57 

55 

54 

47 

1920 

101 

97 

65 

62 

MEASLES  AND 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Measles. — In  the  month  of  February  of  1920  there  was  a 
sudden  outbreak  of  measles,  which  rapidly  assumed  an 
epidemic  form.  I estimate  there  were  at  least  2,000  cases  in 
the  City  in  the  months  ©f  January  February  and  March, 
1875  cases  being  notified.  The  Education  Committee,  acting 
promptly  on  my  advice,  closed  the  infant  schools  from  February 
3rd  to  February  27th,  and  all  contact  cases  were  excluded  from 
the  upper  schools  for  a period  of  three  weeks  from  the  date  of 
the  onset  of  the  rash  in  those  suffering  from  the  infection  The 
health  visitors,  three  in  number,  devoted  their  whole  time  to 
visiting  cases  of  measles  notified  by  doctors,  teachers  and 
parents,  and  cases  occurring  in  houses  especially  unsuited  for 
home  nursing  or  severe  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  where  two  wards  were  set  apart  for  their  reception. 
Twenty-nine  cases  in  all  were  removed  to  hospital  with 
one  death. 

Leaflets  giving  advice  as  to  prevention  and  treatment 
were  distributed  from  house  to  house  throughout  the  City,  and 
Dr.  Colquhoun,  the  School  Nurse,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
and  myself  participated  in  the  home  visiting. 

There  were  in  all  sixteen  deaths,  a death  rate  of  eight  per 
thousand  of  those  attacked.  In  1918,  in  England  and  Wales 
there  were  415,000  cases  of  measles,  with  9,590  deaths,  giving  a 
death  rate  of  23  per  thousand  attacked, 
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In  the  20  years  period  1883-1902,  during  which  compulsory 
notification  of  measles  was  enforced  in  Aberdeen,  40,374  cases 
of  measles  were  notified.  The  population  of  Aberdeen  in  1881 
was  105,000  ; in  1891  125,000  ; in  1901  150,000.  There  were 
1,346  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  31  per  thousand  cases. 

It  is  therefore  gratifying  to  note  the  comparative  low 
death  rate  during  this  epidemic  ; further,  as  a result  of  observa- 
tion, since  the  epidemic,  of  school  children  made  by  Dr. 
Colquhoun  and  myself  in  the  course  of  school  inspections, 
the  disabling  conditions,  e.g.  chronic  bronchitis,  deafness,  and 
defects  of  eyesight,  have  been  remarkably  few  in  number. 

The  Health  Visitors  worked  unceasingly  during  that  time, 
and  it  is  a pleasure  to  me  to  record  the  excellence  of  their  work. 

I would  like  also  to  note  that  admirable  assistance  was 
rendered  by  the  head  teachers  of  all  the  schools  in  the  City, 
in  the  promptness  both  of  notification  and  exclusion  of  all 
suspected  cases. 

With  the  expiration  of  1920,  measles,  by  order  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  ceased  to  be  a compulsorily  notifiable 
disease,  unless  a Local  Authority  made  representations  for  its 
continuance  as  such,  and  received  the  consent  of  the  Ministry. 
This  course,  I am  pleased  to  say,  was  taken  by  the  Health 
Committee,  and  measles  remains  a notifiable  disease. 

Whooping  Cough.  As  this  is  a non-notifiable  disease 
it  is  not  possible  to  estimate  the  number  of  cases  occurring 
during  the  year  ; but  in  the  summer  and  autumn  months  the 
disease  was  extensively  prevalent,  with  36  fatal  cases. 

Having  regard  to  the  heavy  toll  this  disease  takes  of 
infant  and  child  life  (in  1918  there  were  in  England  and  Wales 
9593  deaths)  its  distressing  nature,  both  to  child  and  parent, 
and  its  disabling  effects  when  not  fatal,  surely  the  time  has 
arrived  when  more  drastic  steps  should  be  taken  in  the  direction 
of  (a)  compulsory  notification  ; ( b ) hospital  isolation  ; and  (c) 
hospital  treatment ; and  I would  strongly  plead  for  an  early 
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consideration  of  the  matter  in  these  three  directions  by  the 
Health  Committee  at  an  early  date. 

There  were  in  1920,  36  deaths  from  whooping  cough  in 
Gloucester,  35  of  these  occurring  in  children  under  five  years 
of  age  ; and  the  total  aggregate  deaths  from  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  and  measles  (the  latter  appearing  in  epidemic  form) 
during  the  same  period  was  22. 

Scarlet  Fever,  ioi  cases  were  notified,  and  of  these 
97  were  treated  in  Hospital,  the  remaining  four  being  isolated 
and  treated  in  their  own  homes.  Nearly  all  were  of  a mild  type, 
with  only  one  fatal  case,  which  was  not  treated  in  Hospital. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year  with  a view  to  a reduction 
of  the  infective  period  (formerly  regarded  on  the  average  as  42 
days),  and  thereby  reducing  the  maintenance  charges  by  one- 
third  for  scarlet  fever  cases,  daily  antiseptic  baths,  with  the 
application  of  mercurial  ointment  to  feet  and  hands,  were 
administered. 

In  the  absence  of  nasal  or  ear  discharge,  or  other  complica- 
tion, each  patient  was  discharged  during  the  fourth  week,  the 
average  stay  in  Hospital  of  the  97  cases  being  25.5  days.  Not 
a single  “ return  ” case  could  be  traced  throughout  the  year. 

N.B.  Definition  of  “ Return  ” Case.  This 
is  a new  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  occurs  in  the 
same  household  or  from  direct  contact  with  it  within 
a period  of  not  less  than  24  hours,  and  not  more  than 
28  days  after  the  return  of  a previous  patient  (termed 
the  " infecting  ” case)  from  Hospital. 

Diphtheria.  In  this  disease  prompt  notification,  for 
the  earliest  possible  isolation  and  earliest  “ antitoxin  ” treat- 
ment, is  of  prime  importance,  and  much  would  be  gained  if 
even  doubtful  cases  were  notified  promptly  as  such,  for  early 
removal,  observation,  and  treatment.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  these  considerations  are  not  always  observed  ; for  late 
treatment  by  antitoxin  is  of  little  avail. 
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Sixty-four  cases  were  notified.  Sixty-two  of  these  being 
moved  to  Hospital,  and  among  these  there  were  three  deaths. 
Of  the  three  fatal  cases  two  of  these  were  admitted  four  days 
after  onset  ; the  remaining  case  was  admitted  to  the  Infirmary 
four  days  after  onset,  where  tracheotomy  was  performed,  and 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  5th  day  of 
onset  in  a moribund  condition,  dying  the  day  following 
admission. 

In  all  cases  of  diphtheria  or  suspected  throats, 
bacteriological  examination  is  made  of  throat  swabs,  and 
only  those  are  discharged  which  prove  to  be  negative. 

In  all  cases  before  a patient  is  discharged  from  Hospital 
the  following  warning  is  handed  to  the  parents  or  relatives  : — 

TO  PARENTS,  GUARDIANS  ANT)  OTHERS. 

Although  every  endeavour  is  made  to  send  out  patients  free  from  infection, 
it  is  advisable,  as  an  additional  precaution,  that  they  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  kept  away  from  other  children  for  the  first  two  weeks  after  their 
return  home.  They  should  certainly  not  sleep  in  the  same  bed,  and,  if 
possible,  not  in  the  same  room  with  children  who  have  not  had  the  disease. 

It  is  also  advisable  that  articles  used  by  the  patients,  such  as  cups, 
plates,  spoons,  handkerchiefs,  toAvels  and  toys,  should  during  this  period  be 
kept  distinct  from  those  used  by  other  children. 

The  above  precautions  are  specially  important  in  the  case  of  those 
patients  suffering  ffom  discharge  from  either  nose  or  ears. 

All  persons  recovering  from  fever  should  be  warmly  clothed,  and 
otherwise  protected  against  cold.  Any  recently  discharged  person  who 
complains  of  sore  throat,  nose  or  ear,  or  who  has  a breaking  out  on  the  skin, 
should  be  at  once  isolated,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  a medical  man. 

Kissing  should  be  avoided,  as  it  is  in  the  cavities  of  the  mouth,  throat 
and  nose  that  infection  may  exist  which  it  has  not  been  possible  to  detect. 

Children  convalescent  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  must  not  return 
o school  for  two  weeks  after  being  discharged  from  hospital. 

When  there  are  beds  available,  cases  both  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  admitted  from  Gloucester  Rural 
District  (7  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  17  Diphtheria)  and  also 
from  the  Newent  Rural  District  (8  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.) 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  18  cases  were  notified,  and  five 
of  these  were  removed  with  the  mothers  of  the  infants  for 
treatment  to  Hospital.  I regret  to  say  that  one  of  these  cases, 
severe  in  type  and  admitted  some  days  after  the  onset,  became 
totally  blind.  All  the  others  did  well. 

Enteric  Fever.  Four  cases  were  notified : two  were 
treated  at  their  own  homes  and  two  cases  removed  to  the 
Infirmary.  Two  of  these  cases  proved  fatal.  In  one  of  these 
cases  there  was  evidence  of  the  disease  being  acquired  on  a 
visit  to  France. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  One  such  case  was  notified  ; 
was  admitted  to  Hospital  and  proved  fatal.  Post  mortem 
examination  showed  the  case  to  be  one  of  tubercular  meningitis. 

Pneumonia.  34  cases  of  primary  pneumonia  were 
notified  and  11  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia. 

Erysipelas.  23  cases  were  notified. 

Puerperal  Septicaemia  and  Puerperal  Fever.  Four 
under  each  of  these  headings  were  notified — eight  in  all,  five  of 
these  proving  fatal. 

TUBERCULOSIS  TREATMENT. 

All  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  in  the  first  instance  dealt  with 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  appointed  by  the  Joint  Tuberculosis 
Committee,  which  is  the  administrative  body  both  for  the  County 
and  City. 

Provision  is  made  on  the  site  of  the  City  Isolation  Hospital 
for  26  beds — 18  male  and  8 female — for  advanced  cases,  of  which 
the  City  is  apportioned  10  beds. 

Admissions,  averacje  duration  of  residence,  and  deaths  at  the 
City  Isolation  Hospital,  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Admission. 

Average  duration 
of  residence. 

City  Cases. 

Males 

22 

. 83  days 

Females 

S 

71  days 

County  Casks. 

Males 

43 

88  days 

Females 

14 

100  days 

c 
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Five  beds  are  set  aside  for  City  cases  at  the  Cranham 
Sanatorium,  and  two  beds  for  children  at  the  Alexandra  Home, 
Pains  wick. 

It  has  been  long  felt  that  further  sanatorium  accommodation 
was  required,  both  for  adults,  and,  more  especially,  for  children, 
and  the  Standish  House  estate,  Stonehouse,  has  been  secured 
by  the  Joint  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  local  practitioners,  both  in  early  notification  and 
in  utilizing  the  services  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  both  in 
consultation  and  at  the  Dispensary,  have  been  of  valuable 
assistance  in  securing  early  sanatorium  treatment  for  the 
patients. 

48  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified. 


Number  of  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis. 

AGE  PERIODS. 
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An  After-Care  Committee — a Sub-Committee  of  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Committee— takes  supervision  of 
those  discharged  from  the  Sanatorium  or  Hospital,  and  who 
are  receiving  domiciliary  treatment. 


DISPENSARY 

REPORT  FOR 

1920. 

Numbei  of  Patients  under  treatment 

New  Cases 

Insured 

...  229 

153 

Non-Insured 

...  129 

73 

Total 

...  358 

Total 

...  226 

23 


Total  attendances  at  Dispensary  by  patients 

Number  of  contacts  examined  

Number  of  visits  to  houses  by  the  Medical  Officer  ... 
Number  of  visit  to  houses  by  Dispensary  Nurse 


1275 

70 

47 

358 


W.  ARNOTT  DICKSON,  M.D 


Medical  Officer , 


MATERNITY  AND  CIIILI)  WELFARE. 


Inspection  of  Midwives.  This  has  been  very  efficiently 
done  throughout  the  year  by  Dr.  Florence  Colquhoun,  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  was  on  the  Register  g “ Bona-Fide  ” Midwives,  and 
6 qualified  Midwives.  Four  of  these  qualified  Midwives  were 
employed  by  the  District  Nursing  Society.  Two  “ Bona-Fide  ” 
Midwives,  after  report  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  by  the 
Local  Supervising  Authority,  were  removed  from  the  Roll  of 
Midwives. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  are  usually  in  midwifery 
training  8 pupils  at  the  District  Nursing  Society,  who  greatly 
assist  the  Midwives  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  maternity  work  of  this  Institution  shows  a very 
remarkable  increase  : 633  cases  were  attended  by  Midwives 
as  compared  with  394  in  1919,  and  11,833  visits  were  paid 
as  against  9888  in  the  previous  year.  In  addition  184  doctors’ 
cases  were  nursed,  the  number  being  94  in  1919.  Of  the  633 
cases  attended  by  the  Midwives  alone,  there  were  only  7 still- 
born babies. 

The  total  number  of  cases  attended  by  Midwives,  other 
than  those  of  the  District  Nursing  Society,  was  435  as  compared 
with  484  in  1919. 

The  total  births  in  1919  numbered  1004,  in  1920,  1435, 
an  increased  birth  rate  of  43  per  cent.  It  is  highly  satisfactory 
to  note  that  while  the  number  of  cases  attended  by  Midwives 
outside  the  District  Nursing  Society  has  fallen  from  48  per  cent, 
to  30  per  cent,  of  the  births,  the  number  of  eases  attended  by 
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Midwives  at  the  District  Nursing  Society  has  risen  from  39  per 
cent  to  44  per  cent,  of  the  births,  and  this  is  all  to  the  good  of 
maternity  work. 

The  Maternity  Ward  (3  beds)  at  the  District  Nursing 
Society’s  Home,  Clarence  Street,  has  again  rendered  excellent 
service.  The  beds  are  used  both  by  City  and  County  conjointly, 
each  Authority  admitting  patients  as  the  beds  become  vacant, 
on  payment  to  the  Society  for  maintenance  and  medical  charges, 
partly  recoverable  and  recovered  from  patients.  Thirty-two 
cases  were  admitted,  as  compared  with  23  in  1919.  Of  these 
32,  1 7 were  City  cases,  and  though  many  of  these  cases  were 
critical  all  the  mothers  did  well  and  only  two  children  were 
still-born. 

The  following  is  a list  of  cases  admitted  from  the  City  : — 
Contracted  Pelvis 
Albuminuria 
Eclampsia 

Ante-Partum  Haimorrhao’e 

o 

Transverse  Presentation 

From  V.D.  Clinic  

Premature  Birth 
Epilepsy  ... 

Anaemia  ... 

Pneumonia 
Placenta  Prsevia 
Unsatisfactory  home  conditions 

The  Committee  have  decided,  as  soon  as  accommodation 
can  be  obtained,  to  provide  a Ward,  or  Wards,  comprising 
six  beds  for  the  use  of  maternity  cases  whose  home  conditions 
are  unsatisfactory.  The  present  ward  is  reserved  almost  entirely 
for  complicated  cases.  Such  further  accommodation  will.  I am 

quite  sure,  prove  a great  boon  to  the  very  poor  of  the  City  and 
County. 

FEEDING  OF  INFANTS. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  relative  number  of  breast  fed  and 
artificially  fed  infants,  I instituted  enquiries  in  500  cases 167 


1 

2 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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of  these  being  first  babies  (Primiparae)  and  333  being  second 
or  other  babies  (Multiparae)  the  investigation  was  extended 
to  ascertain  among  this  number  (a)  the  date  of  weaning  ; (b)  the 
kind  of  food  used  among  those  artificially  fed  ; (c)  the  date  of 
commencement  of  mixed  feeding,  i.e.,  breast  milk  and  othci 

foods. 

Among  first  babies  only  19  out  of  167  were  artificially 
fed  from  birth  ; among  second  or  other  babies  (Multiparae)  only 
1 7 out  of  316  were  artificially  fed  from  birth. 


PRIMIPARAE. 


No.  of  breast  fed 
,,  ,,  artificially  fed  ... 

148 

19 

I 

mo. 

II 

O 

mo?. 

9 

167 

Mixed  feeding  started  at:  — 

3 4 5 6 7 

mos.  mos.  mos.  mos.  mos. 

7 6 — 16 

8 

mos. 

8 

9 

mos. 

24 

Cows  Milk. 

37 

FOOD. 

Glaxo.  Nestles.  Allenbury. 

20  15  3 

Allinson.  Force. 

1 1 

1 2 

mo.  mos. 

8 14 

Weaned  at:  — 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

mos.  mos.  mos.  mos.  mos.  mos.  mos. 

s 7 3 3 6 1 26 

10 

mos. 

9 

11 

mos. 

8 

12  Over  12 

mos.  mos. 

17  31 

MULTIPARAE. 

No.  of  breast  fed 
,,  ,,  artificially  fed  ... 

316 

17 

333 

1 

mo. 

17 

2 

mos. 

13 

Mixed  feeding  started  at  :- 

3456 
mos.  mos.  mos.  mos. 

17  5 8 13 

7 

mos. 

20 

8 

mos. 

33 

9 

mos. 

39 

Cows  Milk. 

77 

FOOD. 

Glaxo.  Nestles.  Allenbury. 

48  23  5 

Malted  Food. 

1 

1 2 

mo.  mos 

3 5 

3 

. mos. 

7 

Weaned  at:  — 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

mos.  mos.  mos.  mos.  mos.  mos. 

4 5 3 5 1 12 

10 

mos. 

9 

11 

mos. 

18 

12  Over  12 

mos.  mos. 

57  115 
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CHILD  WELFARE  WORK. 

Excellent  work  has  been  done  by  the  Gloucester  Mothers’ 
Club  and  Babies  Welcome  throughout  the  year.  Five  centres 
have  been  open,  each  having  a session  once  a week,  at  which, 
in  addition  to  their  own  staff  of  Superintendent,  two  assistants, 
and  a number  of  voluntary  workers,  the  City  Health  Visitors 
attend.  A local  medical  practitioner  is  also  in  attendance  at 
each  session,  for  one  hour. 


The  number  of  babies  attending  shews  a considerable 
increase  as  compared  with  previous  years,  and  the  attendances 
shew  a very  marked  increase  as  the  following  figures  for  the  last 
four  years  shew  : — 


Year  ending  31st  March,  1313. 

New  babies  joining  during  the  year 

Attending  during  the  year 

Visits  paid  by  Superintendent  and  staff 

Health  talks 


356 

4934 

1661 

33 


Year  ending  31st  March.  1313. 

New  babies  joining  during  the  year 
Attending  during  the  year  ... 

Visits  paid  by  Superintendent  and  staff 

Health  talks 


255 

4006 

1975 

156 


Year  ending  31st  March,  1320. 

New  babies  joining  during  the  year 
Attending  during  the  year  .. 

Visits  paid  by  Superintendent  and  staff 

Health  talks  ... 

Morning  callers  


430 

4915 

2389 

211 

1632 


Year  ending  31st  March,  1321. 

New  babies  joining  during  the  year 

Attending  during  the  year 

Visits  paid  by  Superintendent  and  staff 

Health  talks  

Morning  callers  


641 

7587 

1918* 

272 

935 


rit  v Jjl.Hh  1 °/  the,.yearT920  an  additional  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  by  the 

City  Health  Committee  to  relieve  the  voluntary  organisation  of  all  routine  health  visiting 
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The  rapid  growth  in  the  number  of  babies  attending  the 
centres  has  led,  owing  to  lack  of  accommodation  and  the  great 
difficulty  of  giving  attention  to  babies  and  toddlers  (2  to  5 years) 
at  the  same  session  and  in  the  same  room,  to  an  unwilling  neglect 
of  the  toddler,  as  is  shewn  by  the  fact  that  only  38  new  toddlers 
joined  the  five  centres  during  the  year.  While  it  is  true  that  the 
first  months  of  child  life  are  the  most  important  and  anxious, 
both  for  mothers  and  infant  welfare  workers,  the  first  five 
years  of  the  child  before  its  name  is  placed  on  a school  register 
is  a period  not  to  be  disregarded,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
the  health  visitors  are  doing  all  they  can  by  their  visits  to 
compensate  for  this  falling  away  of  toddlers  from  the  centres. 

This  falling  away  has  been  very  considerable  : in  1917, 
201  toddlers  joined  the  centres  and  made  1487  attendances  ; 
in  1920  only  38  joined  the  centres,  and  made  only  201 

attendances. 

Mothers’  and  Babies’  “ At  Homes”  are  held  monthly  by 
the  District  Nursing  Society. 


THE  value  of  maternity 

WORK  IN  RELATION  TO  THE 


AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
REDUCTION  OF  INFANT 


MORTALITY. 


I11  considering  this  question  it  would  be  well  to  review 


j Mortality  rate  under  one  year  per  1,000  births  since 
1891  (a)  for  England  and  Wales  and  ( b ) Gloucester. 

England  and  Wales  Gloucester 


1891—1900 

1901—1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 


153 

• • • 

• • « 

143 

128 

• • • 

. « • 

112 

130 

» • • 

• • • 

104 

95 

• • • 

. • • 

104 

108 

• • • 

. . • 

87 

105 

• • « 

. • . 

90 

110 

• • # 

. . . 

104 

91 

• • t 

• * • 

81 

96 

• • • 

• • • 

78 

97 

• • • 

83 

89 

• • • 

. • • 

81 

80 

• • « 

« • # 

63 
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CAUSES  AND  INCIDENCE  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  causes  of,  or  factors  in,  infant  mortality  may  be 
grouped  as  follows  : — 

A.  Inherent  ” stock  ” variations. 

B.  Environmental. 

A.  Inherent* 

Dr.  Brcnd,  in  his  report  on  statistical  review  of  infant 
mortality,  presented  to  the  Medical  Research  Committee  in 
1917,  drew  certain  conclusions  from  that  review,  which  conclus- 
ions have  been  greatly  supported  by  recent  investigations  of 
Professor  Arthur  Robinson  into  “ Pre-natal  Death/'  Dr.  Brend 
is  of  opinion  that  a certain  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  of  those 
born  which  occur  in  the  first  month  are  due  to  pre-natal 
biological  causes  resulting  from  the  experiments  continually 
being  made  by  nature. 

Some  of  these  experiments  result  in  monstrosities,  some 
in  miscarriages,  others  cause  pathological  changes  which  are 
not  visible  but  are  sufficient  to  render  the  child  incapable  of 
survival.  He  considers  that  there  is  a non-preventable  infant 
mortality  of  from  25  to  30  per  1,000  and  that  these  deaths 
occur  almost  entirely  in  the  first  month  after  birth. 

B.  Environmental. 

Ihe  environmental  factors  may  be  grouped  as  : — 

(1)  Before  birth,  (2)  at  birth,  (3)  after  birth,  and  include 
the  following  : — parental  vice,  malnutrition  or  disease  of 
mother,  lack  of  skilled  attendance,  defective  sanitation,  poverty, 
bad  housing,  overcrowding,  industrial  employment  of  mother, 
ignorance  of  mother,  lack  of  breast  feeding,  atmospheric  impurity 
chiefly  due  to  factory  and  house  smoke. 

Ihe  incidence  of  mortality  falls  chiefly  on  the  first  three 
months  of  life,  especially  in  the  first  week  ; in  this  county  it  is 
higher  in  the  urban  than  in  the  rural  areas  ; it  is  higher  amongst 
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illegitimate  than  amongst  legitimate  children  ; it  varies,  broadly 
speaking,  with  density  of  population  ; and  it  is  higher  among  the 
industrial  than  among  other  classes. 

THE  CAUSES  OF  THE  DIMINUTION  OF  INFANT 

MORTALITY. 

Before  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  existed  contributor)/ 
causes  were  at  work  all  tending  to  this  diminution  ; such 
causes  as  the  Midwives  Act,  Notification  of  Births  Act,  the 
increased  attention  that  has  been  paid  to  “Racial  Poisons  ” 
(Alcohol,  Syphilis  and  Tubercle)  and  in  more  recent  years 
the  great  improvement  in  the  economic  condition  of 
large  sections  of  the  population  and  recent  favourable  climatic 
conditions,  i.e.,  less  rigorous  winters  and  cool  wet  summers. 

The  greatest  reduction,  however,  in  infant  mortality  covers 
a period  of  the  last  ten  years, the  period  which  synchronizes  with 
the  increasing  activities  of  child  welfare  centres  and  the  utiliza- 
tion by  the  Health  Authorities  of  Health  Visitors  for  instruc- 
tional purposes,  and  I am  satisfied  that  maternity  and  child 
welfare  work,  using  the  term  in  its  broadest  sense  to  include  not 
only  the  work  done  at  the  centres  but  the  auxiliary  work  of  Health 
Visitors  and  the  indirect  educational  influences  exercised  by 

mothers  who  attcjid  the  centres,  has  contributed  in  no  small 

♦ 

degree  to  the  great  reduction  of  infant  mortality.  The  effect 
of  almost  all  the  causes  of  infant  mortality  can  be  lessened  by 
educating  the  mother  to  avoid  or  overcome  them  or  minimise 
their  effects,  and  by  the  formation,  through  the  agency  of  the 
mothers,  of  an  enlightened  opinion,  and  willing  and  anxious 
to  combat  these  other  indirect  causes  by  proper  means. 

It  is  again  necessary  to  emphasize  the  point  as  I have 
frequently  done,  that  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  not  a place  to 
bring  children  that  are  ill,  that  the  real  object  of  the  centre 
should  be  to  induce  mothers  to  bring  babies  when  they  are 
well,  in  order  that  they  may  be  kept  well. 

I am  further  of  opinion  that  the  gratuitous  supply  of 
artificial  food  as  is  done  in  some  areas  has  proved  detrimental 
to  the  best  interests  and  influence  of  the  centies. 
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The  people  who  go  to  them  for  what  they  can  get  very 
cheaply  or  for  nothing  are  not  as  a rule  the  kind  of  people  who 
value  or  who  will  benefit  by  the  educational  work  of  the  centre. 

Women  should  be  encouraged  to  go  to  the  centres  for  what 
they  can  learn  rather  than  for  what  they  can  get. 

All  treatment  of  babies  that  are  ill  should  be  re-legated 
to  their  proper  sphere  : to  the  private  practitioner  and  institu- 
tions already  in  existence  for  the  purpose. 

There  is  a psychological  factor  at  work  at  all  times  at  the 
centres  ; the  spirit  of  emulation  is  roused  in  the  mothers  by  the 
presence  of  many  babies  week  by  week  at  the  centres,  and  an 
indifferent  mother  is  stirred  to  a greater  effort  in  the  care 
and  management  of  her  child. 

The  instruction  of  elder  girls  at  schools  in  homecraft  and 
mothercraft  should  be  encouraged  and  developed,  awakening 
as  it  would  an  interest  on  the  subjects  of  maternity,  child  care, 
and  home  making. 

During  the  latter  portion  of  1920  representations  were 
made  to  the  City  Health  Committee  by  the  voluntary  organisa- 
tion that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  whole  of  child  welfare 
work  should  come  under  municipal  control,  and  after  much 
consideration  and  negotiation  an  agreement  was  arrived  at 
whereby  the  whole  medical  and  professional  side  should  come 
under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  that  the 
social  side  of  the  work  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 

voluntary  association.  This  was  to  take  effect  as  from  the  1st 
April,  1921. 

In  this  change  of  control  due  recognition  was  made  and 
fully  acknowledged  by  the  Health  Committee  for  the  excellent 
pioneer  work  that  had  been  done  by  the  voluntary  organisation 
and  the  degree  of  perfection  to  which  it  had  arrived,  which  I 
venture  to  think  is  not  exceeded  by  any  such  organisation  of 
its  kind  throughout  the  country. 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

Under  the  guidance  of  the  Voluntary  Organisation,  the 
Mothers’  Club  and  Babies’  Welcome,  the  figures  for  the  year 
shew  steady  progress  in  this  branch  of  work. 

1918  1919  1920 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  registered 

during  the  year  62  ...  216  ...  202 

Attendances  263  ...  932  ...  1112 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Nursing  Society  has  helped 
materially  in  the  development  of  the  clinic,  by  bringing  its 
claims  to  the  notice  of  expectant  mothers  in  “ booking,”  and 
there  is  growing  evidence  that  other  midwives  have  now  brought 
their  influence  to  bear  upon  their  prospective  patients. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

There  are  now  three  Municipal  Health  Visitors  at  work  in 
the  City,  an  additional  one  being  appointed  as  from  April, 
1920,  The  City  is  divided  into  three  districts  and  a Health 
Visitor  attends  the  Child  Welfare  centre  or  centres  in  her  own 
district.  In  this  way  the  work  at  the  centres  and  home  visiting 
is  co-ordinated. 

Subjoined  is  a record  of  the  work  done  by  the  Health 


Visitors  : — 

First  visits  to  Infants  (under  12  months)  ...  ...  ...  1200 

Subsequent  visits  to  Infants  (under  12  months)  ...  ...  4015 

Visits  to  Children,  1-5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..,  2488 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Subsequent  visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  51 

Infant  Deaths  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Stillbirths  investigated...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Sundry  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1508 

Attendances  at  Welfare  Centres  ...  ...  ...  ..  149 

First  visits  to  cases  of  Chicken-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

First  visits  to  cases  of  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  598 

Subsequent  visits  to  cases  of  Measles  ...  ...  ...  52 

First  visits  to  cases  of  Mumps...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

First  visits  to  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  11 

Subsequent  visits  to  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  7 

First  visits  to  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  7 

First  visits  to  cases  of  Suspicious  Illness  ...  ...  ...  15 

Houses  reported  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  insanitary  34 
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MILK  (MOTHERS’  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDER,  1918. 

Under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  who  has  been  most  ably  assisted  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  milk,  free  and  at  reduced  price,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  recipient,  has  been  distributed  to  nursing 
and  expectant  mothers,  and  to  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

Glaxo  and  virol  have  been  sold  at  cost  price,  and  to  some 
extent,  in  needy  cases,  glaxo  has  been  given  free.  In  addition 
free  dinners  are  given  to  nursing  and  expectant  mothers,  these 
dinners  being  provided  by  the  National  Kitchen  . 


A detailed  record  of  the  quantities  of  milk,  glaxo,  virol, 
and  dinners  distributed  month  by  month  is  appended 


Glaxo  Sold. 


January,  1920 
February  n 

March  n 

April  n 

May  v 

June  u 

July  „ 

August  h 

September  u 

October  n 

November  M 

December  ,t 


Glaxo 

January,  1920  

February  n 
March  ,,  ... 

April  „ 

May  „ ... 

June  ,,  ... 

July  u 

August  u 
September  n 
October  ,,  ... 

November  ,,  ... 

December  n 


£ 

s. 

d. 

lbs. 

33 

17 

1 

313 

32 

10 

0 

300 

36 

12 

4 

388 

36 

12 

4 

388 

33 

13 

10 

311 

28 

18 

6 

267 

37 

9 

8 

346 

29 

2 

10 

269 

39 

0 

0 

360 

37 

9 

10 

335 

30 

6 

0 

260 

30 

4 

4 

259 

£405 

16 

9 

..  3697 

Given 

£ 

s. 

d. 

lbs. 

8 

6 

10 

77 

6 

7 

10 

59 

3 

7 

2 

3J 

3 

5 

0 

30 

3 

5 

0 

30 

3 

15 

10 

35 

5 

8 

4 

50 

4 

0 

o 

w 

37 

3 

0 

8 

28 

3 

0 

8 

28 

3 

10 

0 

30 

3 

17 

0 

33 

£51 

4 

6 

468 
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Virol  Sold. 


£ s. 

d. 

lbs. 

January,  1920  ... 

4 4 

8 

69 

February  ,, 

3 0 

2 

47  i 

March  , , 

5 8 

9 

. « 

81 

April  ,,  ... 

3 7 

8 

50£ 

May  ,,  ... 

— 

— 

June  ,, 

1 12 

0 

24 

July  ,,  ... 

3 4 

0 

48 

August  ,. 

• V * 

2 13 

8 

41^ 

September  , , 

2 19 

4 

44  £ 

October  ,, 

3 8 

4 

50j 

November 

4 13 

0 

69f 

December  ,, 

4 11 

4 

68  £ 

£23  1 

8 

347* 

Virol  Given. 

£ s.  d. 

lbs. 

January,  1920  . 

19  7 

14 

February  ,, 

0 6 2 

...  5 

March  ,, 

0 4 4 

3£ 

April  „ . 

0 3 4 

3 

May  ,,  . 

. ...  — 

— 

June  ,, 

0 14 

i 

July  „ . 

0 14 

1 

August  ,, 

— 

— 

September  ,, 

. ...  — 

— 

October  ,, 

0 4 0 

3 

November  ,, 

0 18 

H 

December  . , 

. ...  0 7 4 

4 

£2  19  7 

3/ 

Milk  Supply. 

1920 

Free  Pints 

Reduced  Pints 

January 

3007 

2857 

February 

3812 

5117 

March 

2222 

2362 

April 

2720 

...  ' 2902 

May 

2768 

35 

June 

1789 

# . . 

July  

1757 

. . . 

August  ... 

1275 

. . . 

September 

1092 

. . . 

October 

1400 

154 

November 

1949 

437 

December 

3016 

571 

Total 

...  26807  Tints 

14435  Pin 
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Dinners 


January, 

1920 

... 

356 

February 

9 9 

346 

March 

9 9 

213 

April 

9 9 

217 

May 

9 9 

282 

June 

9 9 

217 

July 

9 9 

232 

August 

9 9 

174 

Given. 


September,  1920 

156 

October  , , 

211 

November  ,, 

431 

December  ,, 

786 

Total 

...  3621 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  Treatment  Centre  is  provided  by  the  Royal  Infirmary 
for  which  the  Corporation  pay  rent,  and  the  two  Assistant 
Surgeons  on  the  Staff  of  the  Institution  act  as  Medical  Officers, 
under  an  agreed  payment. 

There  is  no  special  waiting  room  or  consulting  room  set 
aside  for  the  purposes  of  this  clinic,  the  general  waiting  room  and 

one  of  the  ordinary  consulting  rooms  being  used  for  the 
purpose. 

The  hours  for  attendance  for  men  and  women  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  are  : — 

Mondays  and  Thursdays  n a.m. 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays  6 p.m. 

In  addition,  facilities  are  afforded  for  irrigation  of  cases 
of  gonorrhoea  during  the  intervals  between  the  clinics. 

The  first  agreement  between  the  City  Council  and  the 
Royal  Infirmary  was  made  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1917,  by 
virtue  of  an  Order  and  Regulations  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  on  the  12U1  day  of  July,  1916.  This  Order  and 
Regulations  recommend  Counties  and  County  Boroughs  to 
Prepare  schemes  for  treatment  at  or  in  Hospitals  or  other 
institutions  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases,  and  for 
supplying  Medical  Practitioners  with  salvarsan  or  its  substi- 
tutes for  the  treatment  and  prevention  of  venereal  disease. 
Under  this  agreement  the  Royal  Infirmary  provides  and  main- 
tains two  beds  for  the  treatment  of  those  requiring  indoor 

treatment,  when  deemed  necessary  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  clinic. 
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This  original  agreement  provided  only  for  two  mornings 
a week. 

The  City  Council  agreed  to  pay  to  t lie  Hospital  Committee 
the  sum  of  £569,  of  which  £250  was  to  be  allocated  to  the 
Medical  Officers  for  their  serivees,  the  City  Council  paying 

for  pathological  examinations  and  for  salvarsan  or  its 
substitutes. 

A further  and  extended  agreement  was  entered  into  by  the 
City  Council  and  Royal  Infirmary,  dated  20th  day  of  September 
1919.  This  supplemental  agreement  provided,  in  addition 
to  the  clauses  of  the  principal  agreement,  for  two  evening 
clinics  ; the  treatment  of  seamen  from  Sharpness  ; and  facilities 
for  irrigation  at  6-30  p.m.  each  evening  for  cases  of  gonorrhoea  ; 
and  the  following  payments  (in  addition  to  the  above-mentioned 
£569)  were  to  be  made  to  the  Infirmary  Committee  : — 

.p,  , £ s.  d. 

ror  the  use  of  rooms,  including  Drugs  and 

dressings  

For  services  of  Resident  Staff 
For  services  of  Visiting  Staff 


175  o o 
100  o o 

200  O O 


£4 75  Q o 

The  County  Council  have  agreed  with  the  City  to  pay 
for  the  County  cases  attending  these  clinics  on  a basis  of  propor- 
tion of  their  cases  to  the  whole  number  attending  the  clinic. 

Return  relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  treated  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  during  the  year  ending 

December  31st.,  1320. 

Number  of  persons  dealt  with  during  the  year  at  out- 
patient clinic  for  the  first  time  : — 

Syphilis  51 

Soft  Chancre  n 

Gonorrhoea  61 


123 
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Total  attendance  of  all  persons  at  the  out- 
patient clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  2209 

Aggregate  number  of  “ in-patient  days  ” 

of  treatment  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Novarsenobillon  (.3  grms. — .75  grms.)  was  the  only 
salvarsan  substitute  used,  and  practically  all  cases  of  syphilis 
were  so  treated. 

Twenty-two  pathological  specimens  were  sent  by 
practitioners  for  examination. 

The  Treatment  Centre  has  done  ver}’  good  work  through- 
out the  year  and  the  provision  made  for  treatment  is  adequate. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

Preliminary  Formal 

I ...  62 

8 

27  ...  - 

13  ...  — 

12  ...  — 

II  ...  — 

4 ...  — 

4 ...  — 

6 ...  — 

5 ...  — 

1 ...  — 

i ...  — 

99  62 

Except  in  the  cases  set  out  below  all  the  other  samples 
were  reported  to  be  genuine. 

Samples  of  Milk  Nos.  22  and  23,  were  found  to  be  respec- 
tively 23  per  cent,  and  16  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat.  Both  were 
from  the  same  owner  and  summonses  were  issued.  A fine  of  £ 1 

and  costs  was  imposed  for  No.  22.  No.  23  was  not  proceeded 
with. 


Margarine  ... 

Butter 
Lard  ... 

Sugar  

Rice  ... 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre 
Camphorated  Oil  ... 
Cream  of  Tartar 
Cream  Powder 
Carbonate  of  Soda  ... 
Baking  Powder 
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Sample  of  Milk  No.  37  was  found  to  be  25  per  cent, 
deficient  in  fat.  The  vendor  (a  small  shop  keeper)  attended 
on  the  Health  Committee  and  was  cautioned. 

Sample  of  Milk  No.  41  was  found  to  contain  6 per  cent 
extraneous  water.  Proceedings  were  taken  and  the  case  was 
dismissed  on  payment  of  costs. 

Sample  of  Milk  No.  43  was  found  to  contain  11.7  per  cent, 
extraneous  water.  Proceedings  were  taken  and  a fine  of  £1  and 
costs  imposed.  Sample  of  Milk  No.  44  was  found  to  contain 

10  per  cent,  extraneous  water.  Proceedings  were  taken  but 
the  case  was  dismissed. 

Sample  of  Milk  No.  54  was  found  to  be  poor  in  non-fattv 
solids  and  rich  in  fat.  Further  samples  Nos.  58,  59,  and  60 
were  afterwards  taken  from  the  same  vendor  and  were  found 
to  contain  respectively  17  percent.,  14  per  cent,  and  n percent, 
extraneous  water.  Summonses  were  issued  and  fines  of  £15  and 
costs  were  imposed  in  respect  of  Nos.  58  and  59.  The  case  in 
respect  of  No.  60  was  not  proceeded  with. 

Informal  Sample  of  Butter  No.  49  was  found  to  contain 
17  Per  cent,  instead  of  16  per  cent,  or  less  of  water,  but  another 
sample  taken  afterwards  from  the  same  vendor  was  reported 
genuine.  Informal  Sample  of  Lard  No.  65A  was  found  to  be 
adulterated  with  cotton  seed  oil  and  stearin.  Several  attempts 
were  afterwards  made  to  procure  a further  sample,  but  the 
agent  was  always  informed  that  no  lard  was  on  sale.  On 
personally  interviewing  the  vendor  I had  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a lard  substitute  had  been  supplied  by  mistake. 
The  price  charged  was  only  that  of  a substitute. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED. 

January  1st,  1920,  In  December  .‘list,  1920. 

9 Carcases  of  Beef  (anil  offal)  Tuberculosis 

..  Fevered 
. . Suffocated 
..  Pleurisj7 
..  Decomposing 


2 

1 

5 


* 5 

* 5 

5 > 


Sheep  ... 
Mutton  ... 
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1 Carcase  of  Lamb 


18 

y y 

y y 

1 

y y 

Calf 

1 

y y 

y y 

1 

y y 

Pig 

1 

y y 

5 y 

3 

y y 

y y 

4 

y y 

y y 

177  lbs.  Beef 

e a a 

36 

y y 

y y 

• « « 

569 

y y 

y y 

• -#  • 

12 

y y 

Fat 

• . a 

2088 

5? 

Mutton 

11 

y y 

Ox  Tails  ... 

1 

Beef  Lungs 

. . . 

... 

a a a 

Hydatids 

5 

yy  yy 

» ♦ 

. . . 

...  ... 

Abscesses 

15 

yy  yy 

. . 0 

eta 

a a a * » « 

a . a 

Pleurisy 

7 

yy  yy 

• . • 

• a a 

. a a a a a 

a a a 

Tuberculosis 

6 

yy  y i 

. . . 

. a a 

a a a ... 

a a a 

Flukes 

5 

yy  yy 

. . . 

♦ a a 

... 

... 

Cysts 
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,,  Livers 

• * . 

a •* 

...  a . a 

a a a 

Abscesses 

25 

yy  yy 

. . . 

a a « 

a a a ... 

. . a 

Cirrhosis 

5 

yy  yy 

. . . 

. a a 

...  ... 

Cavernus  Angioma 

10 

yy  yy 
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a a a 

a a a a a a 

. . . 

Inflammation 

5 

yy  yy 

•-*  • 

• • • 

a a«  ... 

. a a 

Tuberculosis 

19 

yy  yy 

e #• 

a a a 

a a . ... 

a a a 

Flukes 

2 

yy  yy 

• a a 

. . a 

a a a a • a 

a a . 

Cysts 

4 

,,  Heads 

• *»a 

a a a 

a a a a a a 

a a a 

Actinomycosis 

4 

y yy 

a 

a a a 

a a a a a . 

a a a 

Tuberculosis 

1 

,,  Tongue 

. . . 

a a a 

... 

a » 

Actinomycosis 

2 

,,  Offals 

... 

a a a 

a a a a a a 

a a a 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Sheep’s  Lungs 

. . » 

a a a 

a a a a a a 

a a a 

Hydatids 

3 

yy  yy 

. . . 

a a a 

... 

. . . 

Pleurisy 

2 

yy  yy 

a a a 

a « a 

a a a a a a 

» a a 

Degenerated  Cysts 

8 

yy  yy 

• •« 

a a 

a a a a a a 

a a.a 

Strongylus 

12 

,,  Livers 

• . . 

a a a 

a a a a a a 

a a a 

Cysts 

3 

yy  yy 

. . . 

a a i 

a a • a a 

. a • 

Abscesses 

41 

yy  yy 

• • • 

a a a 

• a a a a a 

Flukes 

2 
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Inflammation 

1 

yy  yy 
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• a a 
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a a a 

Hydatids 

1 

,,  Heart 

• • a 

a a a 

a a a a a a 

a a a 

Pericarditis 

4 

Pigs’  Livers 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a a * • 

a a a 

Cirrhosis 

1 

yy  yy 

a o/o 

a a a 

a a a ... 

a a • 

Cysts 

Emaciated 

Decomposing 

Joint  ill 

Foetus 

Fevered 

Decomposing 

Tuberculosis 

Emaciated 

Bone  Taint 

Bruised 

Decomposing 

Lepomala 

Decomposing 

Decomposing 
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IT  Pigs’  Lungs 
6 „ 

1 ,,  Heart 

2 ,,  Heads 

91  lbs.  Sausages 

“ * • 4 

79  ,,  Tripe 

44  bags  of  Ox  Hearts  (frozen) 
590  lbs.  Ham 
1 977 ^ ,,  Bacon 
108  Chickens 


14  tins 

Corned  Beef 

1 

. 5 ? 

Roast  Fowl 

4 

* 5 

Sardines 

5 

> 5 

Pears 

1 

5 5 

Sweet  Corn 

3 

5 5 

Coffee  and  Milk  ... 

400 

• 

5 5 

Condensed  Milk 

/ 

5 5 

Pineapple 

18 

5 5 

Salmon 

219 

5 5 

Tomatoes 

155 

5 5 

Herring  and  Tomatoes 

2 

5 5 

Peaches 

2 

5 5 

Jam 

1 

5 5 

Marmalade 

1 

5 5 

Lobster 

1 

5 5 

Cra  b 

2 jars  Potted  Meat 
2 cwt.  White  Fish 
1 ,,  Mackerel 
l ton  40  lbs.  Herrings  ... 
206  cases  Dates 
94  lbs.  Butter 
84  ,,  Cheese 
60  ,,  Grapes 


Pleurisy 
...  Pneumonia 
...  Endocarditis 
...  Tuberculosis 
Decomposing 
Decomposing 
...  Decomposing 
...  Decomposing 
Decomposing 
. ..  Decomposing 


• » • • . » . 

• • • • • «>« 


Decomposing 

Decomposing 

Decomposing 

Fermenting 


338  Eggs 

o o • • 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SEIZED  AND  CONDEMNED  BY  A MAGISTRATE 

11  tins  of  Apples 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Supervision  has  been  kept  over  the  various  places  where 
these  trades  are  carried  on.  The  shops  where  fish  frying  is 
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carried  on  are  all  supplied  with  special  apparatus  for  the 
prevention  of  effluvia  nuisance. 

Among  the  offensive  trades  there  are  : — 

Thirteen  dealers  in  rags,  rabbit  skins  and  bones. 

Two  dealers  in  hides,  skins,  etc. 

One  tallow  and  fat  melter. 

Two  tripe  boilers  and  thirteen  butchers  undertake 
tripe  boiling. 

Copies  of  the  revised  Bye-laws  (1912)  for  offensive  trades 
were  again  issued  to  all  persons  carrying  on  the  above  trades. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  20  places  where  animals  are  slaughtered  only 
one  of  which  approaches  a satisfactory  standard. 

One  of  the  old  registered  slaughter  houses  situate  in  the 
centre  of  the  City  has  been  closed. 

Ihe  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  visit  the  slaughter  houses  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  while  slaughtering  is  in 
progress,  and  at  other  times. 

As  regards  meat  inspection,  so  long  as  private  slaughter 
houses  exist  if  will  always  be  impossible  to  carry  out  an 
effective  system  of  inspection. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  six  of  these  houses  registered  fora  total  maximum 
of  254  ledgers.  All  are  situate  in  West  gate  Street. 

On  the  annual  application  last  made,  registration  of  a room 
in  one  of  the  houses  was  refused  as  the  lighting  and  ventilation 
of  such  room  was  considered  unsatisfactory. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  any  of  them 
during  the  year. 

By  Section  91  of  the  Gloucester  Corporation  Act,  1911, 

the  registration  of  a Common  Lodging  House  has  to  be  renewed 
annually. 
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And  by  Section  92,  where  a dangerous  infectious  disease 
is  supposed  to  exist,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is,  under 
certain  conditions,  authorised  to  medically  examine  any  person 
found  in  a Common  Lodging  House.  * 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM) 
REGULATIONS,  1912. 

1.  Cream  nob  sold  as  Preserved  Cream 

Number  of  Preliminary  Samples  examined 

for  a preservative  3 

Ditto  found  to  be  genuine  ...  o 

Ditto  in  which  a preservative  (Boric 

Acid  *12°/0)  v 'as  reported  present 1 

2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : — 

Preliminary  Samples  examined  ...  ...  ...  j 
Correct  statement  made  ..  ...  ...  j 

3.  Milk  Fat  in  Samples  of  Cream  : — 

In  no  case  was  there  less  than  50  per  cent. 

4.  No  evidence  of  the  addition  of  thickening  substances  to  Cream  or 

Preserved  Cream  has  been  found. 

No  Formal  Sample  of  the  Cream  in  which  a preservative 
(Boiic  Acid  . 12  pei  cent)  was  reported  present  could  be  procured. 

1 here  aie  only  thiee  dealers  from  whom  cream  is  procurable, 
as  a rule,  i.11  the  City.  . 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  on  the  Register  : — 


Milksellers  in  the  City  

83 

Cowkeepers  in  the  City 

5 

Cowsheds  in  the  City  ...  

...  4 

Milksellers  residing  outside  the  City 

63 

There  aie  two  Milk  Depots  in  the  City  receiving  supplies 
from  farms  in  the  surrounding  district.  The  milk  at  these 
Depots  is  centrifrugalized,  pasteurized  and  cooled  over 
refrigerator  and  then  over  unfreezable  brine  on  the  same  cooler, 
and  afterwards  supplied  to  retailers  in  bulk. 
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Premises  from  which  Milk  is  retailed. 


Dairy  Produce  only...  ...  ^ 9 

Provision  Shops  ...  30 

Provision  and  Greengrocers’  Shops  ...  ...  n 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  5 

Refreshment  Houses...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sweet  Shops •••  o 

Stationer’s  Shop  j 

Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


From  55  of  these  the  amount  sold  per  day  does  not  exceed 

one  gallon,  the  bulk  of  retailing  being  done  by  house  to  house 
delivery. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS  OK  TENANTED  KY  MOKE 

THAN  ONE  FAMILY. 

There  are  19  on  the  Register. 


1 heie  is  a ceitain  poor  class  of  house  in  the  City  which 
the  owners  let  out  in  rooms  to  different  families  or  in  which  the 
chief  tenant  does  the  same. 


It  is  most  important  that  all  such  houses  should  be 
registered  under  the  Bye-laws,  as  in  this  way  only  can  effectual 
supervision  be  kept  over  them  and  cleanliness  enforced  ; but 
owing  to  the  present  scarcity  of  houses  many  are  at  least  in 
temporary  occupation  by  two  families,  and  circumstances  do 
not  permit  of  such  being  dealt  with  on  the  register. 


APPENDICES.  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
Statistics  for  Year  ended  ;Hst  December,  1020. 

1.  General. 

1.  Estimated  population  ... 

2.  General  death-rate 

o.  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis 
4.  Infantile  mortalitv 

***  •••  ...  ...  , 

*>.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes... 

6.  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses... 

7.  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 


52,09b 
12  6 
1-4 
63  5 
11,614 
8,077 
18 
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2. — Unlit  bwelliuy  Houses. 


1.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 2,353 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected,  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  1,563 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  , to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 1,657 

(5)  Number  of  verminous  houses  dealt  with  under  Gloucester 

Corporation  Act,  1894  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers 302 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c. , Act,  1919  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  5 

(2)  N umber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit: — 


{a)  by  owner  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  0 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied : — 

(a)  by  owners  29 

( b ) by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909: — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders 3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ....  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders 0 
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ABSTRACT  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DONE  DURING  1920. 
Inspections  made  and  Work  done. 


Inspection  of  Dairies,  Milkshops,  Ac 

318 

Ditto 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  

1080 

Ditto 

Meat  and  other  articles  of  Food 

110 

Ditto 

Offensive  Trades  

39 

Ditto 

Marine  Stores 

53 

Ditto 

Lodging  Houses  

234 

Ditto 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

71 

Re-inspections 

4290 

Special  inspections  and  on  Complaints  made 

1567 

Visits,  &c.— 

-Infectious  Diseases 

258 

Drain  Tests 

—Chemical 

67 

Ditto 

Water  ... 

200 

Ditto 

Smoke  ... 

28 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  on  account  of  complaints  made 

456 

239 

112 

127 

144 

110 

24 


1657 

302 


Notices  for  Defects 

ff  complied  with  ... 

" outstanding  

Preliminary  Notices  for  Nuisances  . 

" complied  with 

u outstanding  

Total  number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  during  1920 

" " complied  with  

" » outstanding 

For  defects  

Complied  with 
Outstanding 

For  nuisances  

Complied  with  

Outstanding 

Verbal  Notices  complied  with 

Statutory  Notices  served  : — 

For  Nuisances 
Complied  with 

l1  or  insufficient  w.c.  accommodation 

Complied  with  

For  limewashing 

o • • • • • • • . 

Complied  with 
I or  verminous  houses 

Complied  with  


432 

259 

173 


24 

24 


O 

O 


2 

2 

12 

12 


2089 

561 

1528 


170 
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Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2*> 

New  Drains  43 

Intercepting  traps  ...  ...  •> 

Inspection  chambers  ...  ...  ...  jg 

Vent  shafts  

Drains  cleared,  Ac.  ...  ...  ^ 

Sink  waste  pipe  disconnected  ...  ..  03 

Glazed  Gulley  traps 140 

Glazed  sink  troughs  ...  ...  ...  -g 

New  soil  pipes  ...  ...  ...  21 

New  w.c’s  ...  ...  ...  4g 

New  pedestal  basins 4G 

New  w.c.  basins  13 

New  closet  traps  9 

New  flush  boxes  ...  ...  ...  17 

Water  closets  repaired  ..  ...  ...  57 

Water  closets  cleansed,  Ac.  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Flush  boxes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Water  supply  to  w.c.  .. . ...  ...  7 

New  urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Flush  to  existing  urinals  ...  ..  ...  ...  ..  o 

House  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Houses  cleansed,  etc.  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  283 

New  spouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Animals  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Manure,  Ac.,  removed  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  22 

Bakehouses  limewashed,  Ac.  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Workshops  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Verminous  Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  Cupboards  provided  ...  43 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Report  on  Inspection  of  Houses  in  which  a case 
of  Tuberculosis  occurred. 

44  houses  were  inspected  and  defects  were  fouud  as  follows : 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  Defects  ...  ...  ...  20 


In  addition  defective  lighting  of  the  staircase 
7 houses. 

Preliminary  Notices  served  : — 

Notices  for  Defects  

" complied  with 

it  outstanding  ...  ...  ,t 

Notices  for  Nuisances  ...  

it  complied  with 

it  outstanding  


was  found  in 


14 

9 

5 

1 

1 

0 


REPORT  re  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  Cx\SES  OF  OTHER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  HAS  OCCURRED. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


Number  of  houses  inspected... 

Notices  served  for  Defects 

Ditto  complied  with  ditto 

Ditto  outstanding 

Notices  served  for  Nuisances 
Ditto  complied  with  ditto  ... 

Ditto  outstanding 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Number  of  houses  inspected 

Notices  served  for  Defects 
Ditto  complied  with  ditto  ... 

Ditto  outstanding  ... 

Notices  served  for  Nuisances 

Ditto  complied  with  ditto 

Ditto  outstanding  ... 

ERYSIPELAS. 
Number  of  houses  inspected.. 

Notices  served  for  Defects 

Ditto  complied  with  ditto 

Ditto  outstanding  ... 

Notices  served  for  Nuisances 

Ditto  complied  with  ditto 

Ditto  outstanding 

o *••  •••  • « » 

PNEUMONIA. 
Number  of  houses  inspected... 

Notices  served  for  Defects 

Ditto  complied  with  ditto 

Ditto  outstanding 


88 

20 


6 

14 

10 

5 

r* 

o 


63 

15 

11 

4 

3 

2 

1 


16 

7 

4 

3 


3 

1 


9 


• • • 


• • • 


17 

2 

1 

1 


• • « 
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Notices  served  for  Nuisances  1 

Ditto  complied  with  ditto 1 

Ditto  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Number  of  houses  inspected 3 

No  notices  were  served. 

MALARIA. 

Number  of  houses  inspected 5 

No  notices  were  served. 

HOUSING. 

General  Housing  conditions  in  (he  District. 

Eighteen  Corporation  houses  were  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  the  Housing  Committee  have  in  their  scheme 
built  live  classes  of  houses,  with  rentals  fixed  at  12s.  bd.,  16s.  6d., 
19s.  od.,  19s.  6d.  and  21s. 

On  the  completion  of  their  full  scheme  the  following  numbers 
of  houses  and  types  with  their  respective  rentals  will  be  built. 


Type 

Non-Parlour  House  (Dorlonco) — living  room, 
scullery,  3 bedrooms  and  bath-room  ... 

No. 

A pproximate 
Gross  Rental, 
including  rates 

(a) 

24 

12/6 

(fr) 

Parlour  House  (Dorlonco) — parlour  added 

52 

16/6 

(c) 

Ditto  ( Dorlonco) — I bedrooms  ... 

24 

21/- 

(d) 

Brick  House — parlour,  living  room,  scullery, 

3 bedrooms  and  bathroom 

70 

19/6 

U) 

Some  modification  of  (d)  type  ... 

110 

19/- 

Total 

280 

Up  to  December  31st,  1920,  there  were  158  applications 
for  these  houses.  The  acute  shortage  of  houses  has  led  to  very 
considerable  overcrowding.  Many  houses,  barely  sufficient  for 
one,  have  been  occupied  by  two  families.  Practically  every 
available  house  was  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
the  Housing  Committee  were  unable  to  obtain  any  permanent 
buildings  for  conversion  into  flats  or  tenements,  and  no 
temporary  huts  were  erected  to  meet  the  pressing  and  urgent 
demand. 


Overcrowding.  It  will  not  be  possible  till  the  end  of 
1921  to  gauge  the  full  extent  of  overcrowding  ; some  estimate 
of  its  extent  however  may  be  made  from  the  following  figures:— 
3436  houses  were  inspected  in  1919  and  1920,  of  these  502  were 
occupied  by  two  or  more  families,  or  14.7  per  cent.  In  157 
houses  there  were  1388  occupants,  an  average  of  8,8  per  house. 

In  my  report  for  1919  I drew  attention  to  the  Industrial 

character  of  the  population,  with  a large  amount  of  unskilled 
labour  employed. 


Apart  from  the  18  Corporation  houses  completed  by 
December  31st,  1920,  there  was  a total  in  I920  of  n 308 
houses.  Of  these  under  £ 12  rental  there  were  8.077  or  70  per 
cent,  of  the  total  ; over  £12  and  under  £20  rental,  2117  0r  18 

per  cent,  of  the  total  ; over  £20  rental,  1344,  or  12  per  cent  of  the 
total. 

Having  regard  to  these  rentals,  and  even  allowing  for 
the  maximum  increase  which  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 
landlord  to  make  on  July  2nd,  1921,  (under  the  Increase  of 
Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Act,  1920,  the 
lowest  rented  new  house  (12s.  6d.)  is  a high  rental  compared 
with  what  hitherto  has  prevailed  in  the  City.  Further  only 
24  houses  of  this  character  arc  included  in  the  Housing  Scheme 
for  the  City,  and  as  overcrowding  prevails  most  among  the 
lowest  rented  houses,  of  which  there  are  8,077,  if  may  safely 
be  concluded  that  the  existing  housing  scheme  will  do  but 
little  to  relieve  the  present  overcrowding.  As  yet  no  additional 
means  have  been  found  to  mitigate  this  evil. 


111  m houses. 

General  Standard  of  Housin<|  in  the  City. 

House-to-house  inspection,  and  other  house  inspections  on 
complaint,  etc.,  have  shewn  that  the  general  standard  of  housing 
tn  the  City  ,s  very  unsatisfactory.  Out  of  2,353  dwelling-houses 
inspected  during  the  year,  r66o  were  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  The  commonest 
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defect  among  these  was,  inter  alia,  the  dirty  condition  of 
internal  walls  and  ceilings,  but  in  many  cases  there  were 
extensive  dilapidations,  both  internally  and  externally.  The 
vast  majority  of  the  houses  under  inspection,  both  in  regard  to 
rent  collection  and  repairs,  are  in  the  hands  of  agents,  with 
consequent  restriction  of  direct  supervision  by  owners,  who  not 
infrequently  are  extensive  working  class  property  owners. 

The  agents  state  that  there  is  a shortage  of  workmen  to 
carry  out  the  repairs,  and  progress  in  this  direction  has  been 
extremely  slow.  1657  notices  were  served  for  defects  under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  and  only  302  were  complied 
with.  432  notices  were  served  for  nuisances  under  Public 
Health,  Act,  1875,  and  259  complied  with. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919,  which  enables  the  Corporation, 
in  the  event  of  non-compliance  on  the  part  of  the  owner  after 
notice,  to  carry  out  the  work  and  charge  the  owner  with  the 
cost. 

Only  three  Closing  Orders  were  made  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1909,  Section  17  and  18.  But  for  the  fact  that  alternative 
accommodation  is  practically  impossible,  in  many  instances 
Closing  Orders  would  have  been  made,  and  the  absence  of 
alternative  accommodation  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to  progress 
in  dealing  with  insanitary  houses.  Tenants  themselves  are 
willing  to  take  almost  any  house  that  is  available,  regardless 
of  its  condition,  and  those  already  in  occupation  find  it  almost 
impossible  to  obtain  another  dwelling  of  any  kind. 

The  problem  is  an  extremely  difficult  one,  and  has  entailed 
much  time  and  thought  at  almost  every  meeting  of  the  Health 
Committee  throughout  the  year.  It  is  a problem,  I venture  to 
think,  which  will  remain  unsolved  for  a long  time  to  come, 
unless  alternative  accommodation  is  forthcoming,  at  rentals 
which  will  be  within  the  reach  of  those  most  requiring  the 
accommodation. 


SANITARY  ADAITNISTRATION. 


Staff. — Dr.  Florence  Colquhoun  (M.B.,  D.P.H.)  is  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer,  and  has  done  excellent  work  throughout  the  year. 

There  are  on  the  Staff  (i)  a Chief  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
who  is  also  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  (2),  Two 
additional  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  one  of  whom  is  also  Sanitary 
Inspector  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  and  the  other 
acting  also  as  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Canal 
Boats.  Their  work  throughout  the  year  has  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction. 

City  Isolation  Hospital,  with  its  three  separate  blocks 
of  16  beds  each  and  four  observation  wards  of  two  beds  each, 
provide  total  accommodation  for  56  beds.  There  are  in 
addition  26  beds  for  advanced  cases  of  tuberculosis,  18  male  and 
8 female. 

During  the  year  the  “ Permutit  ” system  of  water  softening 
has  been  laid  down  and  has  proved  very  satisfactory,  reducing 
the  hardness  of  the  water  to  zero.  Permutit  is  an  artificial 
Zeolite.  Zeolites  are  combinations  of  various  bases  with 
alumina  and  solicic  acid,  and  possesses  the  unique  property  of 
readily  exchanging  one  base  for  another  (“  base  exchange.") 
Their  chemical  formula  is  approximately  as  follows  — 

2Siog  Ait>3  Na2o  6H*o 

Solica  Alumina  Soda  Water 

By  giving  up  its  sodium  base,  and  taking  to  itself  the 
calcium  and  magnesium,  changes  take  place  in  accordance  with 
the  following  formulae  :-U 

Temporary  Hardness. 

(Magnesium  and  Calcium  Carbonate). 

P.Na2  + CaH,(Co3)2  = P.Ca  + 2NaHCo3 

P.Na2  + MgH2(CoJ2  - P.  Mg  + 2NaHCo3 
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Permanent  Hardness. 

(Magnesium  and  Calcium  Sulphate). 

P.Na3  + CaSo4  = P.Ca  + Na2So4 

P.Na,  -f  MgSo4  = P.Mg  -f  Na,So4 

The  “ Permutit  ” is  regenerated  by  washing  it  with  a 

solution  of  common  salt  in  accordance  with  the  following 

formulae  : — 

P.Ca  + 2NaCi  — P.Na2  -f  CaCi2 

P.Mg  -f  2NaCi  = P.Na2  -j-  MgCi2 

Clinical  analysis  of  water,  milk,  food  and  drugs  is  entrusted 
to  the  City  Analyst,  Mr.  George  Embrey. 

Bacteriological  work  is  carried  out,  both  for  hospital  and 
domiciliary  patients,  in  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Tuberculosis, 
by  Mr.  Wm.  Washbourn,  the  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary. 

BYE-LAWS,  LOCAL  ACTS  AND  GENERAL  ADOPTIVE 

ACTS  IN  FORCE. 

1.  Bye-Laws,  Slaughter-houses,  28th  October,  1884. 

2.  Bye-Laws,  Nuisances,  28th  October,  1884. 

3.  Bye-Laws,  Offensive  Trades,  24th  April,  1912. 

4.  Regulations,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  28th 
November,  1906. 

5.  Gloucester  Corporation  Act,  1911. 

The  Bye-Laws  relating  to  Slaughter-houses  and  Nuisances 
require  revision  having  regard  to  the  dates  of  those  now  in 
existence. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  (except  Sections  22  and  23) 
and  parts  2,  3 and  5 of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  adopted  by  the  City  Council  on  the  8th  September, 
1891.  See  recital  in  Gloucester  (Extension)  Order,  1900. 


) 
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Order  of  Secretary  of  State,  dated  14th  July,  1911,  declaring 
Sections  80,  81,  85  and  86  of  Part  VII.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  to  be  in  force  in  the  City. 

Order  of  Local  Government  Board,  dated  17th  October, 
1911,  declaring  that  : — 

Sections  16,  21,  22,  24,  26,  27,  28,  30,  32,  and  33  comprised 
in  Part  II.  ; 

Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  46,  47,  48,  49,  50  and  51 
comprised  in  Part  III.  ; 

Sections  55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  66  and  68 
comprised  in  Part  IV.  ; 

Sections  93,  94  and  95  comprised  in  Part  X.  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, — should  be  in 
force  in  the  City,  subject  to  conditions  and  adaptations 
mentioned  in  Schedule,  and  that  the  Order  should 
come  into  operation  on  4th  December,  1911. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 

Number  of 


Premises 

Factories,  including  Factory  Laundries 

Inspections 

010 

• ••  — 4 W ••• 

Written 

Notices 

10  ... 

Prosecutions 

0 

Workshops,  including  Workshop  Laundrk 

?s  235  . . . 

12  ... 

0 

Workplaces,  other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report 50  ... 

3 ... 

0 

Total 

...  497 

25 

0 

2.— DEFECTS 


FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects 


Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H M. 

sances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 
Want  of  cleanliness 

8 

...  8 ... 

Inspector 

0 

Want  of  ventilation 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 . 

Overcrowding 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 . 

Other  nuisances  ... 

7 

...  7 ... 

0 . 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient 

4 

...  4 ... 

0 . 

,,  unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

...  8 ... 

0 . 

,,  not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

...  2 ... 

0 . 

Prose- 

cutions 

0 

( 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (S.  101)  0 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (S.S.  97  to  100}  ...  9 

Other  offences  i 


Totals  ...  39  39  0 0 

Standard  of  sufficiency,  one  closet  to  25  or  under. 

Section  22  of  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  in  force  here. 


3. -HOME  WORK. 

Home  M ork  Lists  of  Outworkers  (Sec.  107)— 

Making  Wearing  Apparel 

" Sacks... 


Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  (See.  103) 

Instances 
Notices  served  ... 

Outwork  in  infected  premises  (See.  109,  110) — 
Instances 
Notices  served  ... 


Number  of 
Lists  Outworkers 

.46  ...  132 
• 2 ...  2 

48  134 


3 


3 


0 


0 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131 ) at  the  end  of  the  year 
Bakehouses 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


...  218 
...  46 

...  264 


o. — OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class  No. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (8. 

133)  ' j 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  Act 
(Sec.  5) — -Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  * 13 

Ditto— Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors  ...  8 

Other  ...  

Underground  Bakehouses)  S.  101)— 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  (both  in  good  order)...  .,.  ...  2 
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REPORT  OF  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Gloucester  Port 

Sanitary  Authority. 


By  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  issued  in 
1894,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Gloucester, 
acting  by  the  Council  as  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  were 
permanently  constituted  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  for  the 
Port  Sanitary  District  of  Gloucester. 

By  the  same  Order  it  was  directed  that  the  following 
should  contribute  towards  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  : — 


The  Gloucester  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  ... 
The  Dursley  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
The  Gloucester  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  ... 
The  Thornbury  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  ... 
The  Wheatenhurst  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 


3% 

15% 

3<>% 

7% 


New  Regulations  as  to  grants  in  aid,  dated  14th  July,  19^0, 
provide  that  half  the  approved  expenditure  of  a Port  Sanitary 
Authority  will  be  borne  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


The  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  extends 
over  an  area  which  may  shortly  be  described  as  comprising 
the  Docks  at  Gloucester  and  Sharpness  with  the  Gloucester  and 
Berkeley  Canal,  and  the  eastern  side  of  the  waterway  from 
Sharpness  to  the  site  of  the  Severn  Tunnel,  where  the  Port  of 
Bristol  ends.  The  Authority’s  jurisdiction  also  extends  over 
the  places  appointed  as  Customs  Boarding  Stations,  or  as 
mooring  or  anchorage  stations,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  spread  of  disease,  and  also  extends  to  any  ship  directed  to 
be  moored  or  anchored  there,  or  which  is  on  its  way  to  such 
station. 
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TRADE. 

During  the  year  1,420  vessels  with  a total  net  tonnage 
of  194,166  entered  the  Port. 

The  chief  imports  from  “ Foreign  ” are  timber,  various 
kinds  of  grain,  cotton  seed,  linseed,  rice,  flour,  calcium 
carbide  and  cement. 

There  was  no  export  trade  during  the  year,  vessels  generally 
sail  " light  ” for  one  of  the  other  Channel  Ports  for  loading. 

Imports  “ Coastwise.”  Flour,  various  kinds  of  grain, 
cotton  seed,  linseed,  tinned  foodstuff,  vegetables  in  brine,  china 
clay,  slate,  stones  and  glucose. 


Exports  “ Coastwise.”  Various  kinds  of  grain,  timber, 
cotton  seed,  pickles,  sauces,  jams,  vinegar,  flour,  salt,  coal 
and  gravel. 

The  principal  ports  for  “ Coastwise  ” trade  are  Bristol 
Channel  Ports,  Cork,  Courtmasherry,  Wicklow,  Wexford, 
Youghal,  Waterford  and  Bangor. 

The  following  list  gives  the  Foreign  Ports  from  which  cargoes 


were  imported  : — 


From 

Steam 

Sailing 

From 

Steam 

Sailing 

Alexandria  . . . 

0 

. • • w 

. . . 

Melbourne 

1 

— 

Antwerp 

1 

...  

Montreal 

1 

— 

Bahia  Blanca 

...  1 

...  

Munksund 

...  2 

...  — 

Bilboa 

...  1 

. . . 

New  Orleans  ... 

2 

. . — 

Bordeaux 

...  1 

. . . 

Odde  or  Addo 

."  1 

. . . — 

Brahestad 

...  2 

— 

Oporto 

— 

2 

Braila ... 

...  3 

...  

Orange  (Texas) 

1 

... 

Bremenhaven 

...  1 

. . . 

Parrbro  N.S — 

. . . — 

1 

Buenos  Aires 

5 

. . . 

Port  Lincoln  ... 

...  1 

1 

Campbelltown 

1 

...  

Rosario 

...  8 

1 

Casa  Blanca  ... 

. . 

...  1 

Rouen 

...  1 

...  — 

Dairen 

...  1 

. . . 

Skutska 

0 

...  w 

— 

Dunsjo 

...  1 

. . . 

Soderhamn  . . . 

...  3 

...  — 

Durban 

, , , — 

1 

St,  Brieux 

. . . 

1 

East  London  . . 

...  1 

. . . 

St.  John,  N.B. 

...  2 

. . . — 

Ferrogrund... 

i 

..  . 

St.  Valery 

...  — 

1 

Frangsand 

1 

... 

Stugsund 

1 

— 

Galveston 

...  3 

...  

Torneo 

...  1 

...  — 

Gothenburg  ... 

1 

...  

Uleoborg 

...  2 

...  — 

Granvik 

1 

. . . 

Valencia 

1 

. . . — 

Halifax  N.S.... 

1 

1 

Helsingfors  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Kotha... 

1 

...  

61 

10 
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SANITATION  OF  VESSELS. 

Tht  Poit  Sanitary  Inspector  is  Mr.  E.  Upham,  who  is 
also  Canal  Boat  Inspector,  and  one  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
foi  the  City.  He  is  stationed  at  Gloucester  and  makes  frequent 
visits  to  Sharpness  to  make  inspections  of  all  shipping  there,  and 
carries  out  all  the  work  at  the  Gloucester  Docks. 

I he  Assistant  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  is  stationed  at 
Shaipness,  where  he  is  also  Harbour  Master.  He  carries  out  any 
duties  required  of  him,  mostly  in  connection  with  vessels  from 
“ infected  ” ports  and  also  the  serving  of  notices  re  Rats  and 
Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

COASTING  VESSELS. 

Among  this  class  of  vessel  some  (especially  those  where 
the  master  is  the  owner)  are  models  of  cleanliness  and  comfort. 
Improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  remainder  can 
be  reported,  but  they  require  to  be  frequently  inspected  and 
special  attention  given  to  the  water  vessels  or  casks,  the 
• cleansing  of  forecastles  and  also  to  the  ventilators  being  open. 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
SANITARY  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Foreign — 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected — 

By  the  Medical  By  the 

Officer  of  Inspector  of 

Health  Nuisances 

N umber 
reported  to 
be  defective 

Number 
of  orders 
issued 

Steamers 

61  .. 

. 107,050 

...  10 

61 

..  29  .. 

. 29 

Sailing 

7 10  ... 

8,339 

0 

10 

1 

1 

Fishing 

0 ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 ... 

0 

Total  Foreign  71 

..  115,389  .. 

. 10 

71 

...  30  . 

..  30 

Coastwise— 

Steamers 

293  . 

..  22,280  .. 

0 

32 

3 ., 

3 

Sailing 

1056  . 

..  56,497  ... 

0 

..  294 

..  34  .. 

. 34 

Fishing 

0 . 

0 .. 

0 

0 

0 . 

0 

Total 

Coastwise 

1349  . 

..  78,777  ... 

0 

. . 326 

..  37  .. 

. 37 

Total  Foreign  and 

Coastwise 

1420  . 

..  194,166  ... 

10 

..  397 

..  67  .. 

. 67 
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PRECAUTIONARY  MEASURES  AGAINST  THE 
INTRODUCTION  OF  DISEASE. 

Every  vessel  from  " Foreign  ” arriving  in  the  Port  of 
Gloucester  is  boarded  by  the  Officer  of  Customs  at  Sharpness, 
who  makes  enquiries  as  to  the  existence  of  any  illness  on  board 
during  the  voyage  or  on  arrival.  All  cases  of  sickness  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  officer  are  immediately  reported  by 
telephone  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  also  makes  further  enquiries 
as  to  the  health  of  the  crew,  and  as  to  rat  mortality  on  board, 
when  he  inspects  the  ship,  and  also  requests  the  master  to  sign 
the  following  Health  Certificate. 

HEALTH  CERTIFICATE 

TO  THE  GLOUCESTER  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


To  the  Master  of  S.S. 

From  what  Port  have  you  come  ? 

Port  of  call?  Length  of  Passage?  days. 

Number  of  crew?  Number  of  Passengers? 

Has  there  been  any  Sickness  of  an  Infectious  nature  during  the  voyage  or 
on  arrival  amongst  either  Crew  or  Passengers? 

If  there  has  been  Sickness  of  any  sort,  kindly  state  nature  and  result 

Has  there  been  any  Sickness  amongst  the  Rats  on  board  during  the  passage 
or  any  dead  Rats  found  ? 

Kind  of  Cargo? 

Signature  of  Master 

Hate  1 92  Time 

In  addition,  special  attention  is  given  to  all  vessels  from 
countries  where  suspicion  of  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever 
or  other  dangerous  communicable  disease  exists. 

As  the  deep  water  channel  to. the  Port  of  Gloucester  passes 
through  Ringroad,  and  as  anchorage  is  dangerous  outside  the 
entrance  to  the  Port  of  Gloucester,  the  responsibility  of  dealing 
with  Cholera,  Plague  and  Yellow  Fever  in  Gloucester  bound 
ships  was  placed  by  the  Local  Government  Order  of  24th  April, 
1897,  and  confirmed  in  the  Order  of  1909,  upon  the  Bristol 
Port  Sanitary  Authority. 
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Ihe  Bristol  and  Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authorities  have 
agreed  upon  a scale  of  fees  for  the  services  to  be  rendered 
by  the  Bristol  Port  Sanitary  Authority  as  regards  the  inspection 
of  Gloucestei  bound  ships  from  time  to  time,  and  the  dealing 
with  such  vessels  if  infected,  and  the  removal  and  treatment 
of  any  infected  persons  found  thereon  ; the  question  as  to  the 
vessels  to  be  inspected  to  be  arranged  by  the  two  Authorities 
from  time  to  time,  having  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  disease 
and  other  circumstances. 


During  the  year  the  following  ships  have  been  inspected  by 
the  Officers  of  the  Bristol  Port  Sanitary  Authority  in  Kingroad 
or  Walton  Bay  : — 


Hate  Ship 

September  S.S.  Septah  ... 
October  ...  S.S.  Baldina 
October  ...  S.S.  Saclko 
November...  S.S.  Yamato  Maru 
December...  S.S.  Miye  Maru  . 


Medically  Disin-  Port  of 

inspected  fected  Sailing 

•••  Yes  ...  No  ...  Alexandria 

Yes  ...  No  ...  Galveston 

\es  ...  Yes  ...  Galveston 

Yes  ...  Yes  ...  New  Orleans 
Yes  ..  Yes  ...  Dairen 


All  vessels  from  plague  infected  ports  are  served  with 
notices  under  the  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever  and  Plague  Regulations, 
1909,  Art.  XIII.  (1  and  2),  Art.  XIV.  (1  and  2),  immediately 
upon  arrival,  requiring  the  Masters  to  take  certain  precautions 
to  prevent  rats  passing  from  the  ship  to  the  shore  or  to  other 
vessels  moored  alongside. 

Ships  coming  from  Cholera  infected  ports  are  supplied 
with  a fresh  supply  of  drinking  water  while  in  Sharpness  Docks. 


In  special  cases  where,  if  a ship  was  brought  to  in  Kingroad 
she  might  lose  her  tide  and  get  neaped  and  so  an  unnecessary 
delay  of  some  days  arise,  the  pilots  are  instructed  to  bring  the 
ships  on  provided  there  is  no  case  of  sickness  on  board.  On 
arrival  at  Sharpness  such  ships  would  be  detained  in  the  tidal 
basin  for  inspection  by  the  Gloucester  Port  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  but  should  he  be  unable  to  promptly  inspect  her, 
or  in  other  emergency,  the  Council  has  arranged  to  employ 
Mr.  Thomas  Mitchell,  M.B.,  Ch.  B.,  of  Berkeley,  to  do  so, 
who  has  inspected  five  vessels. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  cases  of  sickness  occurred  on  vessels  arriving 


at  Sharpness  : — 


Date 

Mar.  19th 

Sept.  20th 
Nov.  2 

Nov.  9 


Name  of 
Vessel 

s.s. 

Quito 


S.S. 

Septah 

S.V. 


Nationality 

British 


British 


French 


Japanese 


Marechal 
de  Castries 


S.S. 

Yamato 

Maru 


Where 

from  General  particulars 

...  Rosario  ...  Master  reported  on  arrival 

that  Chief  Engineer 
and  Boatswain  had  had 
Tpyhus  on  the  voyage. 
They  were  medically 
inspected  and  reported 
to  be  convalescent.  F or- 
ward  notices  sent  to 
their  home  districts  and 
necessary  disinfection 
carried  out. 


...  Alexandria  An  A.B.  found  to  have 

Rheumatism,  attended 
by  local  practitioner. 

...  Fort  Lincoln,  Captain  reported  three 
Australia  sailors  ill.  Found  on 

medical  inspection  that 
two  of  them  had  colds 
and  one  suffering  from 
hernia. 


New  Orleans  Found  ©n  medical  inspec- 
tion by  Bristol  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  that  a 
Japanese  fireman  had 
swollen  left  axilla  gland, 
probably  from  scratch 
on  arm. 


During  the  year  six  small-pox  contacts  from  various  ships 
arriving  at  other  ports  were  kept  under  observation. 

Regulations  under  Sec.  125  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875', 
as  to  the  removal  to  hospital  of  any  person  in  a ship  who  is 
“ infected  with  a dangerous  infectious  disorder,”  approved  of 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Council. 

REGULATIONS 


made  by  the  Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  pursuant  to  Section  125  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  removal  to  Hosjntal  of  persons  brought 
within  the  District  of  such  Authority  by  any  ship  or  boat,  who  are  infected 
with  a dangerous  infectious  disorder. 

i.  In  these  Regulations  the  expression  “ The  Port  Sanitary 
Authority,”  means  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  the 
City  of  Gloucester  in  the  County  of  the  City  of  Gloucester,  acting 
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by  the  Council  as  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  ; the  expression 
“ The  District  ” means  so  much  of  the  Customs  Port  of  Gloucester 
as  comprises  the  Gloucester  and  Berkeley  Ship  Canal  and  all 
docks  and  other  works  connected  therewith,  and  as  is  included 
within  the  following  limits,  namely  High-water  mark  in  the 
several  Parishes  of  Hinton,  Hamfallow,  Ham  and  Stone,  Hill, 
Thornbury,  Littleton-upon-Severn,  Aust,  and  Northwick-with- 
Redwick  ; a straight  line  drawn  from  the  most  easterly  extremity 
of  the  Canal  docks  to  a point,  in  mid-channel,  of  the  River 
Severn,  due  north  of  the  most  northerly  extremity  of  the 
Whimstone  Rocks  Beacon  ; a line  drawn  in  mid-channel  from  the 
last-mentioned  point  to  the  most  northerly  point  of  the  lighthouse 
on  Saint  Tecla’s  Chapel  ; and  a straight  line  drawn  from  the 
last-mentioned  point  to  the  nearest  point  in  the  common 
boundary  of  the  Customs  Ports  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol  ; 
together  with  the  waters  of  the  said  Port  of  Gloucester,  and  all 
rivers,  pills,  creeks,  channels,  harbours,  and  canals  within  the 
aforesaid  limits,  and  the  place  or  places  for  the  time  being 
appointed  as  the  Customs  Boarding  Station  or  Stations  for  such 
part  of  the  said  Port,  and  the  place  or  places  which  may  from  time 
to  time  be  appointed  for  the  mooring  or  anchoring  of  ships 
for  such  part  of  the  said  Port  under  any  Regulations  for  the 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  diseases  issued  under  the  authority 
of  the  Statutes  in  that  behalf  ; the  expression  “ ship  ” includes 
a boat,  the  expression  “ Medical  Officer  of  Health  ” includes 
any  legally  qualified  Medical  Practitioner  lawfully  authorised 
to  act  on  behalf  of  such  Officer,  and  the  expression  “ dangerous 
infectious  disorder  ” means  any  of  the  following  diseases  : — 

Smallpox. 

Diphtheria. 

Membraneous  Croup. 

Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 
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2.  These  Regulations  shall  remain  in  force  until  they  are 
revoked  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  or  until  fresh  Regula- 
tions, under  Section  125  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  are  made 
by  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  and  approved  of  by  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

3.  Every  Master  or  other  person  having  charge  of  a ship 
arriving  in  the  District  with  any  person  on  board,  whether  a 
passenger  or  belonging  to  the  ship’s  crew,  suffering  from  a 
dangerous  infectious  disorder,  shall  stop  on  arrival  in  the  tidal 
basin  at  Sharpness,  and  forthwith  send  notice  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  at  the  office 
of  the  Port  Inspector  of  Nuisances  at  Sharpness,  that  there  is 
a person  on  board  suffering  from  such  a disorder. 

4.  The  Master  or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  ship 
shall  cause  her  to  remain  in  the  said  tidal  basin  until  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  boarded  her. 

5.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  whom  notice  is  given 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  visit  the  ship,  and 
ascertain  whether  the  person  referred  to  in  the  notice  is  suffering 
from  a dangerous  infectious  disorder,  and  if  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  he  is,  and  can  properly  be  removed, 
and  proper  accommodation  can  be  provided  for  him  in  some 
hospital  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  or  in  some  other  hospital 
to  which  the  Port*  Sanitary  Authority  are  entitled  to  remove 
patients,  the  master  or  other  person  having  charge  of  the  ship 
shall  forthwith  cause  such  person  to  be  removed  to  such  hospital 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

6.  If  any  dangerous  infectious  disorder  shall  break  out 
on  board  any  ship  arriving  in  the  District,  and  after  she  has 
passed  the  said  tidal  basin  at  Sharpness,  the  master  or  other 
person  having  charge  of  such  ship  shall  give  notice  to  the  Medical. 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  at  the  office 
of  the  Port  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  at  Sharpness,  or  at  the 
Guildhall,  in  the  City  of  Gloucester,  that  there  is  on  board  a 
person  suffering  from  such  a disorder,  and  if,  upon  examination, 
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the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  find  that  he  is  so  suffering,  the 
master  or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  said  ship  shall  forthwith 
cause  such  person  to  be  removed  to  hospital  to  which  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  are  entitled  to  remove  patients,  as  directed 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

7.  Every  person  who  shall  offend  against  any  of  the  fore- 
going Regulations  shall  be  liable  for  every  such  offence  to  a 
penalty  of  Forty  Shillings. 

PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITIES  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASES) 

ORDER,  1920. 

these  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  August,  1920, 
and  give  greater  power  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
prevent  the  importation  and  spread  of  disease,  and  for  cleansing 
and  disinfecting  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings. 

They  also  place  a specific  obligation  on  the  Master  of  any 
ship  to  notify  any  case  of  infectious  disease  on  board,  and  of  any 
circumstances  on  board  the  ship  likely  to  lead  to  infection  or 
the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  including  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  ship  and  the  presence  of  dead  rats  or  mortality  or  sickness 
among  rats  in  the  ship. 

So  far,  no  necessity  has  arisen  for  any  action  under  these 
regulations,  the  few  verminous  forecastles  met  with  having 
been  dealt  with  under  the  Port  Sanitary  Authorities 
(Assignment  of  Powers)  Order,  1912. 

During  the  year  Dr.  Wilkinson,  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  made  a survey  of  the  Port  Sanitary  District,  and  as  a 
result  of  his  visit  the  Minister  of  Health  made  the  following 
recommendations  : — 

1.  That  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority's  Hospital  at 
Sharpness  should  be  properly  furnished  and  equipped  and 
maintained  in  readiness  for  the  immediate  reception  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  brought  into  the  Port  Sanitary 
District  by  shipping  or  occurring  on  board  vessels  whilst 
in  the  District  ; 
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2.  That  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  should  appoint 
a salaried  rat  catcher  for  the  destruction  of  rats  on 
shipping ; and 

3.  That  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  should  take 
steps  to  improve  the  scavenging  at  the  Docks. 

The  hrst  two  recommendations  were  referred  to  the  Port 
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Sanitary  Sub-Committee  for  consideration  and  necessary  action, 
and  a letter  was  sent  to  the  Dock  Company  asking  them  to 
improve  the  scavenging  at  the  Docks. 

PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Regulations  relating  to  this  disease  were  made  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  on  12th  July,  1916,  enabling  the 
Local  Authority  to  make  arrangements  with  the  Managers  of 
hospitals  approved  by  the  Board  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal 
Disease. 

A further  letter  was  issued  with  respect  to  the  treatment 
of  sailors  coming  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Port  Sanitary 
Authorities. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Gloucester  Royal 
Infirmary  for  any  sailors  requiring  treatment,  to  attend  there 
on  certain  days. 

Dr.  Candler,  Medical  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
visited  Gloucester  and  conferred  with  me  as  to  the  question  of 
providing  facilities  for  the  intermediate  treatment  of  cases  of 
Venereal  Disease  among  sailors  at  Sharpness.  The  Inspector 
visited  Sharpness,  and  afterwards  intimated  that  he  proposed 
to  recommend  that  a portion  of  the  existing  Port  Hospital 
should  be  used  for  the  intermediate  treatment  of  cases  of 
Venereal  Disease.  The  required  provision  could  be  made 
without  much  expense  at  the  Port  Hospital. 


HOSPITALS. 

At  Sharpness  Docks,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Dock  Company, 
a hospital  of  one  ward  with  five  beds  has  been  erected,  at  ‘which 
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a caretaker  resides.  Adjoining  is  a mortuary  and  small  wash- 
house. During  the  year  this  hospital  has  been  put  in  good  repair 
at  a cost  of  over  £100. 

At  Gloucester  Docks,  also  by  permission  of  the  Company, 
there  is  a hospital  for  live  beds  in  one  ward,  a mortuary,  wash- 
house and  watchman’s  hut  at  entrance  gate.  This  hospital 
would  be  available  should  any  special  need  arise,  and  if  the  case 
could  not  be  treated  in  one  of  the  City  Isolation  Hospitals. 
On  the  site  there  is  room  for  erecting  further  temporary  buildings 
or  tents. 

The  steam  disinfecting  apparatus  at  the  City  Hospital 
would  be  available  for  the  Port,  if  required. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

In  December  a visit  was  received  from  Dr.  Hancock,  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  who  made  enquiries  as  to  how  the  work  of 
Food  Inspection  at  the  Port  was  carried  out. 

The  various  foodstuffs  imported  are  given  in  the  preceding 
paragraph  on  Trade. 

There  is  no  cold  storage  accommodation  either  at  Sharpness 
or  at  Gloucester  Docks. 

The  Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Act  of  1907, 
gave  powers  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  make  regula- 
tions under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1896,  to  prevent  danger 
arising  to  the  public  health  from  the  importation,  preparation, 
storage  and  distribution  of  articles  of  food  or  drink  (other  than 
drugs  and  water)  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 

Two  sets  of  regulations  were  issued  by  the  Board,  one 
dealing  with  unsound  food,  and  the  other  with  foreign  meat. 
An  amending  Regulation  relating  to  foreign  meat  was  issued 
on  the  27th  September,  1909,  which  came  into  force  three  days 
later. 

The  first  set  of  Regulations  is  called  the  Public  Health 
(first  series  Unsound  Food)  Regulations,  which  came  into  force 
on  the  1st  October,  1908.  These  provide  that  articles  of  food 
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which  are  unsound,  and  which,  as  part  of  the  cargo  of  a ship, 
are  brought  to  a place  in  this  country,  either  as  a place  of 
deposit  or  for  transmission  elsewhere  in  this  country,  shall 
be  dealt  with  at  the  port  of  discharge. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  authorised  by  Art.  IV. 
to  examine  articles  of  food  which  have  been  landed  within  the 
district , and  if  necessary  to  examine  such  articles  before  they 
are  landed. 

Power  of  taking  samples  is  conferred  by  Art.  VIII.,  and 
special  examinations  may  be  made  at  a laboratory.  Power 
is  also  given  under  the  same  Article  for  the  temporary  detention 
of  consignments  pending  the  completion  of  the  examination. 

The  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  have  appointed  Mr.  Upham,  Port  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
who  holds  a Certificate  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods, 
as  Assistant  Officer  under  the  General  Orders  of  the  12th 
September,  tqo8. 

RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

The  destruction  of  rats  in  the  warehouses  adjacent  to  the 
Docks  is  carried  on  continually  by  the  various  owners 
concerned,  by  means  of  poisoning  and  trapping. 

Under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  ityif),  the  duty 
of  seeing  that  the  rats  at  the  warehouses  at  Sharpness  are 
destroyed  comes  under  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council 
and  as  regards  the  warehouses  at  the  Gloucester  Docks  the  work 
is  supervised  by  one  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  City  who 
has  been  appointed  to  carry  out  this  Act  for  the  whole  of  the  City. 

As  regards  ships  in  the  Port  District,  the  following  Notice 
is  served  on  all  masters,  when  they  enter  the  Port : 

GLOUCESTER  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

To  all  Masters  in  charge  of  Ships. 

Your  attention  is  hereby  called  to  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act,  whereby  you  are  required  to  take  all  necessary  steps  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice  in  your  ship. 
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\on  are  further  required  to  take,  whilst  in  dock,  all  necessary 
steps  such  as  fixing  and  maintaining  efficient  rat  guards  to  all 
mooring  ropes  and  hawsers,  and  keeping  all  gangways  raised  during 
the  night  for  preventing  the  escape  of  rats  and  mice  from  the  ship, 
and  also  for  preventing  the  ship  from  becoming  infested  with 
rats  or  mice  from  tine  shore. 

Masters  failing  to  carry  out  these  requirements  are  liable  to 
penalties  of  £5  and  £20. 

During  the  year  no  vessel  was  subjected  to  special  measures 
for  rat  destruction. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  vessels  that  arrived  from  plague 
infected  Ports  : — 

S/S  Cilumum. 

S/S  Frank  Parish. 

S/S  Sept ah. 

S/S  Sadko. 

S/S  Baldine. 

S/S  Fuku  Maru. 

S/S  Wm.  Middleton. 

None  of  the  above  vessels  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
rats,  in  most  cases  they  had  been  fumigated  at  the  port  of 
loading  and  rat  precautions  taken  to  prevent  rats  gaining  access 
to  the  ship  afterwards.  Whilst  they  were  in  dock  here,  rat- 
traps  and  cats  were  employed  by  the  Masters  to  see  if  any  could 
be  caught,  but  only  a few  were  so  caught. 

The  question  of  appointing  a rat-catcher  is  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Port  Sanitary  Sub-Committee. 

J.  R.  BIBBY,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
of  the  Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  Inspection  of  ships 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875  and  1885,  and  the  General 
Orders  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

All  classes  of  ships  entering  the  Port  have  received  attention,, 
the  object  being,  firstly,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  there  has 
been  a case  of  infectious  disease  on  board,  either  during  the 
voyage  or  on  arrival  ; secondly,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  which  enacts  that  a ship,  when  in  port, 
shall  be  dealt  with  as  a house  within  the  district ; and  thirdly, 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  Plague  infected  rats  by  means 
of  ships  from  infected  ports. 

During  the  year,  397  ships  were  inspected,  366  of  which 
were  British  and  31  were  foreign  ships  ; and  of  the  397  ships 
inspected,  67,  or  16 ’8  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  were  found  to  have 
insanitary  defects  on  board. 

Re-visits  were  made  to  enforce  compliance  with  notices, 
and  to  make  enquiries  as  to  health  of  crews  on  vessels  from 
“ Infected  Ports/’  and  also  with  regard  to  vessels  from  Plague 
infected  ports,  to  see  that  the  rat  precautions  were  being  properly 
carried  out. 

The  nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with  were  : — 


Foul  or  dirty  berths  or  living  spaces  ...  ...  ...  47 

Defective  or  foul  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Living  spaces  with  defective  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  10 

Leakages  into  living  spaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  or  dirty  receptacles  for  water  supply  ...  ...  4 

Various  other  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


82 


SHIPS  INSPECTED  COMING  “FOREIGN.’ 


No. 

Inspect ad 


No. 
defect  * 


Sailing 


r No.  No. 

Preliminary  Statutory 
N utiees 

29  l 


Steamships  til  ...  34 

1(1  ...  1 ...  l __ 

SHIPS  INSPECTED  COMING  “COASTWISE.” 


Complied  with 
while  in  Dock 

25 


Steamships 
Sai  lino- 


32 


5 


294 


42 


O 

O 


34 


3 

29 


NUMBER  OF  SHIPS  INSPECTED  AT  SHARPNESS  AND  GLOUCESTER. 


Sharpness 

Gloucester 


From  “ Foreign  " 
66 


1 Coastwise  ” 
40 


Total 

106 


° ...  *286  ...  291 
NUMBER  AND  NATIONALITY  OF  SHIPS  DEALT  WITH. 


American 

Belgian 

British 

Danish 

Dutch 

Finn  ... 

French 

Greek 

Italian 

Japanese 

Norwegian 

Russian 

Spanish 

Swedish 


No.  of  Ships 
3 

1 

366 


No.  having  defects 


1 

58 

9 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


397 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (REGULATIONS  AS  TO  FOOD)  ACT,  1907 

The  following  tables  show  the  inspection  of  foodstuff  and 
the  amounts  dealt  with  an  unsound  during  the  year. 

Every  cargo  of  foodstuffs  from  “ Foreign  ” was  inspected 
and  a close  watch  kept  on  all  cargoes  from  “ Coastwise. ” 


FROM  “FOREIGN” 


Name  of 

Where 

No.  of  Vessels 

Landed 

Amount  dealt  with 

Foodstuff 

from 

Steam  Sailing 

at 

as  unsound 

Tons  cwts.  qrs,  lbs. 

Wheat  . . . 

River  Plate 

6 ...  — 

Sharpness  > 

yy  ... 

Bahia  Blanca 

1 ...  — 

y y 

y y •••• 

Galveston 

3 

y y 

9 9 * • • 

New  Orleans 

2 ...  

9 9 

> 30  0 0 10 

9 y • • • 

Melbourne 

i ...  — 

y i 

9 y 

Port  Lincoln 

1 ...  1 

y y 

99  • * • 

Darien... 

1 ...  — 

; 
y y 

72 


Of  this  amount  16|  tons  was  from  the  S.S.  Redbridge  winch  had 


been  in  collision. 

Amount  dealt  with 

Name  of 

Where 

No.  of  Vessels 

Landed  as  unsound 

Foodstuff 

from 

Steam  Sailing 

at  Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Barley 

River  Plate 

— ...  1 

Sharpness  } 

Brail  a 

3 ...  — 

)»  J 

31  tons  of  this  was  from  John  Ena  S.\ . 

which  had  been  in  collision. 

Maize 

River  Plate 

4 ...  1 

Sharpness! 

M •** 

Brail  a 

3 ...  — 

..  1 

FROM  “COASTWISE55 


Condensed  Milk  Avonmouth 

1 

o 

4mJ 

Gloucester 

Tinned  Peaches 

9 9 

2 

— 

9 9 

,,  Pineapple 

99 

o 

3 

9 9 

,,  Blackberries 

9 9 

1 

— 

9 9 

,,  Meats 

99 

1 

2 

9 9 

Monkey  Nuts 

9 9 

— - 

2 

9 9 

Sugar 

9 9 

1 

2 

9 9 

1 2 


4 


This  return  does  not  show  the  full  amount  of  work  done  under  the 


Food  Regulations,  as  although  all  grain  cargoes  are  inspected  at  the  same 
time  as  the  vessels  are  inspected  for  Port  Sanitary  purposes,  and  if  any 
such  cargoes  appeared  to  need  further  inspection  such  would  be  seen  to, 
it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  include  them  in  the  return. 


In  addition  the  following  foodstuffs,  which  were  part  of  two  cargoes 
of  returned  Army  Stores,  N.A.C.B.,  landed  during  the  latter  part  of  last 

year  and  had  been  detained  for  sorting,  were  condemned. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Tinned  Pineapple 
,,  Apples 
,,  Apricots 


1 15  2 24 

1 4 0 12 

0 5 3 23 


Total  amount  dealt  with  as  unsound 


...  78  1 1 16 


E.  J.  H.  UPHAM, 

Port  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistant  Officer 
under  Unbound  Food  Regulations,  1 908. 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  AND  1884. 

332  inspections  of  canal  boats  have  been  made  in  1920  ; 44 
boats  being  found  on  which  infringements  were  detected. 

1 he  boats  and  occupants  as  a whole  were  found  to  be  in  a 
fair  condition. 

the  number  of  infringements  discovered  and  dealt  with  was  60. 


a Registration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

b Notification  of  change  of  Master  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

c Masters  without  Certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

c Certificates  not  identifying  Owner  with  the  Boat  ...  7 

cl  Marking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  jg 

e Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

/ Separation  of  the  Sexes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

<j  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

h Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

i Painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

j Provision  of  Water  Cask  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  f 

k Removal  of  bilge  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

l Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  0 

in  Admittance  of  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

n Cabins  damp  and  leaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


No  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  connection 
with  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  during  1920. 

All  infringements  discovered  have  been  dealt  with  by 
means  of  the  usual  complaint  notes  and  by  verbal  notices  to  the 
owners  and  masters. 

Eight  complaint  notes  from  other  Authorities  have  been 
attended  to. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  on  any  of  the  Canal  Boats 
has  been  reported,  and  no  boat  has  been  detained  for  the  purpose 
of  cleansing  or  disinfection. 

Total  number  of  Bouts  on  Register  Dec.  31st,  1920. 

(a)  Ordinary  Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Motor  propelled  Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  2 

Steam  ,,  ,,  •••  •••  - 

150 
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(6)  Number  of  Boats  that  cannot  be  traced  ...  ..  0 

Boats  no  longer  in  use  ° 

Number  of  boats  registered  during  1920. 

Motor  propelled  Boats  ...  • • • • • ■ • ■ ^ 

Other  Canal  Boats 1 

In  the  case  of  the  motor  propelled  boat,  the  fresh 
registration  was  necessiated  by  structural  alterations. 

In  addition,  7 boats  were  re-registered  owing  to  change  of 
ownership. 


E.  J.  H.  UPHAM, 

Canal  Boat  Inspector 


